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NEED FOR MORE ATTENTION TO VISITORS AND LETTERS STRESSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZNENNYKH SIL in Russian No 14, Jul 79 signed to press 
4 Jul 79 pp 3-7 


[Editorial: “More Attention to Receiving Visitors and Working with Letters") 


[Text] The present-day mail of commanders, political entities, party organ- 
izations, and editorial offices of military newspapers and journals is 
varied. Army and Navy personnel and Armed Forces veterans fervently approve 
and support in their letters the domestic and foreign policy of the Comm- 
nist Party as developed by the 25th CPSU Congress and express sincere grati- 
tude to the party and government for the constant concern for our country's 
economic and defense might and for increasing the welfare of Soviet citizens. 


Soldiers’ letters are permeated with concern for a further increase in troop 
combat readiness and in the quality of combat and political training, an«| 
for maintaining military discipline at a high level. They contain business- 
like suggestions for improving the work style of commanders, staffs, polit- 
ical entities, and party and Komsomol crganizations. They reveal shortcom- 
ings in the training process and in party-political work. They report 
instances of undignified behavior of some service personnel. 


It is the right of the Soviet citizen to make suggestions to state and 
public organizations for improving their work, to criticize deficiencies in 
work, and to complain about the actions of officials. This is guaranteed by 
the USSR Constitution. This shows once again the profound democratism of 
the socialist system. 1c is one further proof of the party's high authority 


among the masses and of the workers’ boundless trust in the party and soviet 
mangement entities. 


The Communist Party and Soviet state steadfastly chart a course toward 
strict observance of Leninist principles and of a Leninist style in working 
with workers’ letters. They cherish the opinion of Soviet citizens beyond 
all measure. The Ukase of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet dated 

12 April 1968 entitled "On the Procedure for Examining Citizens’ Suggestions, 
Petitions and Complaints" was devoted to this. Decisions of the 25th CPSU 
Congress and decrees of the party Central Committee devote serious attention 





to the work with letters from workers, which is one of the important forms 
of our party's ties with the masses. Speaking of tasks of further improv- 
ing the forms and methods of the many-sided work of party organizations, 
soviets of people's deputies, trade unions and the Komsomol at a meeting 
“ith electors of the Bauman Electoral District of the city of Moscow on 

2 March 1979, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev pointed out a need to arrange matters 
so that every Soviet citizen can have a feeling of participation in state 
affairs and is sure that his opinion and his voice will be heard and consid- 
ered in elaborating decisions large and small. 


In fulfilling ti demands of the Communist Party and instructions of the 
USSR Minister of Defense and the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet 
Army and Navy stemming therefrom, military councils, commanders, political 
entities and party organizations have reinforced attention to organizing the 
reception of visitors and working with letters. These matters were dis- 
cussed recently at a session of the military council and in the political 
directorate of the Navy. The Strategic Missile Forces and the National Air 
Defense Fores have conducted a number of inspections in units and combined 
units, witn specific measures outlined and being implemented from the 
results of these inspections for the purpose of further improving the recep- 
tion of visitors and the work with letters. On the basis of an analysis of 
letters, the military council of the Ground Forces elaborated recommenda- 
tions aimed at improving the work of military commissariats. Many valuable 
proposals as well as generalizations and conclusions drawn on the basis of 
the letters and verbal statements served as grounds for issuing orders 
and instructions. 


Questions of receiving visitors and working with the letters have begun to 
be examined more often at military council sessions of districts, groups of 
forces and fleets, in political entities and party organizations and at 
management conferences and courses. It has become the rule that the busi- 
nesslike proposals and critical comments contained in letters are studied 
carefully and considered in the daily wor: of commanders, political entities 
and party organizations. 


Positive experience has been gained in examining letters and petitions in 
the Order of Lenin Moscow Air Defense District. The military council and 
political directorate have increased exactingness toward managers for the 
timely and most complete resolution of the requests and complaints of 
service personnel. They have stepped up measures of influence on parties 
guilty of allowing formalism and red tape in work with letters. Commanders, 
staffs, political entities and pacity organizations of the district make 
skillful use of letters as an important source of information as to the 
state of affairs among the troops. 


The organization of the reception of visitors is being improved in the Army 
and Navy. This is an important official duty of commanders and chiefs. The 
personal contact with people gives them an opportunity to gain a better 
understanding of the mood and needs of the soldiers and to identify 
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opportunely what they require. We know the great significance which 

Vladimir Il*ich Lenin attached to receiving the workers. He demande. that 
every manager and every fumctionary without fail fi.d a time for a personal 
reception convenient for visitors, examine suggestions, petitions and con- 
plaints by people keenly and thoughtfully, and take svecific steps on them 


efficiently. 


Viadimir Ll’ich thoroughly understood the ‘mportance of a sincere attitude 
toward a person who comes in with a complzint. And his simple words sound 
fresh and comvincing in our days. Imagine yourself in the complainer's 
place, he said. Try to understand his position with your heart and soul. 
Imagine that this is you without an apartment, that it is you who are 
roaming the streets with your family. And then you probably will find an 
opportunity to help the petitioner. And this is not philanthropy, empha- 
sized Viadimir Ll*ich, it is the communist approach to a person. 


Commanders and chiefs are guided steadfastly by Leninist principles of 
organizing the reception of workers. The majority of military units, ships 
and establishments strictly observe the established procedures and carefully 
look into each complaint and petition. An on-the-spot check is arranged and 
substantiated decisions are made where necessary. 


The reception of visitors is well arranged in unit "X" (Red Banner Odessa 
Military District). In a letter to the journal's editors, Maj S. Yevseyev, 
who was received by this unit's commander, shares his impressions. ‘I went 
to him concerning one of my rationalization proposals. The atmosphere in 
which the commander chatted with me was most pleasant. He greeted ge 
warmly, sat down next to me, listened carefully to my request and immedia- 
tely consulted with his technical deputy as to how they could help me. As a 
matter of fact, I soon received the necessary materiai for continuing my 
work. And other officers and NCO's note that our commander is able to delve 
properly into a problem on which a person has come to him and he sincerely 
wishes to help or explain why it is impossible to do something.” 


dero SU Maj Gen N. Yashchenko, military commissar of Chelyabinskaya Oblast, 
enjoys a good reputation. He personally looks into the needs and concerns 
of invalids and war veterans, submits petitions to local party and soviet 
entities and to the heads of industrial enterprises, sovkhozes and kolkhozes 
on the complaints of visitors, and turns to various organizations for 
demanding and receiving necessary documents. 


Unfortunately, matters are not this way everywhere. In a number of places 
the demands placed on organizations for receiving visitors and working with 
letters are not being fully carried owt. Desp.te rereated instructions of 
the CPSU CC, the USSR Minister of Defense and the Main Political Directorate 
of the Soviet Army and Navy, some commanders and chiefs view the examination 
of verbal appeals by service personnel without the proper sense of responsi- 
bility, underestimate the importance of a personal reception of visitors and 
work with letters, allow instances of a formal and at times a bureaucratic 





attitude toward petitioners’ requests, and insufficiently supervise the 
execution of decisions made on them. The procedure established in the Arnay 
and Navy for officials to receive visitors at least twice a month is not 
being observed in some places. Some chiefs of services and staff sections 
of the Central Group of Forces and the Twice Red Banner Baltic Fleet fulfill 
this duty irregularly. A number of units and establishments hav? not set 
aside furnished premises for receiving visitors. There have been ins:ances 
where commanders and chiefs reassign the reception of visitors to persons 
who do not have the necessary rights. Sometimes a person is given unrealis- 
tic promises or an even simpler tack is taken: They advise going to arother 
office, usually a higher ome. And so he sends a letter or goes personaily 
to central party and soviet entities, to the USSR Ministry of Defense, or to 
the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy on problems which 
should be resolved in the outlying areas. 


Since January of last year the members of servicemen's families of one of 
the Air Force garrisons have appealed to many offices concerning the fact 
that water comes irregularly to the military post where they iive. They 
hed been informed of steps taken more than once, but the situation had not 
improved. Then they wrote to Moscow about this. A check confirmed the 
facts umd immediate steps were taken. 


CPSU Member M. Tkachuk (Red Banner Carpathian Military District) repeatedly 
pointed out the unsubstantiated refusal for a transfer to another military 
district in letters and on being received by commanders and chiefs. And 
only after the intervention of the Ground Forces Political Directorate was 
his request for t ansfer to a new station approved. Former GSFG [Group of 
Soviet Forces in Germany) serviceman P. Savva spent seven months obtaining a 
performance appraisal from the unit where he served. He wrote the unit 
commander several times, but there vas no answer. He was forced to turn to 
the USSR Ministry of Defense, and this put an end to the red tape. 


Checks have revealed many instances where officials violate the established 
time periods for examining and resolving complaints and petitions. Of the 
letters to the construction directorate of the Order of Lenin Moscow Mili- 
tary District received in the past year, up to half were examined late. 


It is useful to recall that suggestions, petitions and complaints must be 
examined without delay in Army and Navy units and establishments, but no 
later than seven days from their date of arrival, and within a period of up 
to 15 days in the directorates of military districts, groups of forces, 
fleets and the central apparatus of the USSR Ministry of Defense. And it is 
only in exceptional instances, when a special check, a equest for supple- 
mentary materials or the taking of other steps are required that these dead- 
lines can be extended by the unit or ship commander or by the chief of an 
establishment or institution, but for no more than 15 days and with notifi- 
cation of the interested service person on this account. 














The USSR Minister of Defense requires that commanders and chiefs take steps 
to eliminate present shortcomings and to improve further the organization 

of the reception of visitors and the work with letters; and that they create 
the necessary conditions for this everywhere. They are to make it a broader 
eractice to receive service personnel, workers and employees of the Soviet 
«ftmy and Navy at a time convenient for them directly in the military units, 
establishments, military educational institutions, enterprises and organiza- 
tions. Special attention is to be given here to requests on matters of the 
performance of active military service. Serious demands are placed on 
further improvement of supervision over the procedure for examining letters 
and receiving visitors. 


It must become a rule for managers and officers of staffs and political 
entities going out to troop units on official matters to meet personally 
with the soldiers and aiso inquire into how incoming letters are registered 
and examined, how the propsals contained in them are considered and carried 
out, how quickly answers are given and whether they are given on the sub- 
stance of the acter, and what is being done to satisfy the soldiers’ 
queries. They must persistently ensure that exemplary order is imposed in 
the reception of visitors. 


The interests of the matter require an even more thorough and systematic 
ane.ysis of the character of letters and petitions at all echelons of the 
Army apparatus so as to make fullest use of information received for accon- 
plishing tasks of combat readiness and the combat training and indoctrina- 
tion of personnel, as well as for an efficient reaction to deficiencies in 
logistical support of service personnel. 


Stepped-up legal propaganda among the troops is of great importance for 
further improvement in the work with letters, iu the examination of peti- 
tions and complaints, in eliminating superfluous correspondence and in 
preventing unsubstantiated claims. We must continue in not relaxing atten- 
tion to it, conducting it regularly directly in the subunits, and explaining 
provisions on performance of military service, rights and obligations, 
privileges and advantages, and the procedure for submitting complaints and 
petitions. Officers, especially those newly assigned to positions, must be 
armed with knowledge of the norms of Soviet law applied in service activ- 
ities. 


The practice of commanders, chiefs anc military lawyers who answer questions 
of service personnei and members of their families over local radio and in 
the military press merits approval. 


The central military press and district, greve and fleet newspapers perform 
useful work with readers’ letters. Some of them have made it a practice to 
hold a quarterly analysts of incoming letters and petitions and to submit 
reviews to political directorates. Many editorial offices have opened 
public reception rooms. Newspapers have begun to publish more legal consul- 
tations on privileges granted to service personnel and their families. From 





issue to issue, there are not only the letters and articles on them, but 
also decisions on unpulii:\¢d complaints and signals of great public 
importance. 


Meanwhile, some eaitcrial offices do not always take an efficient, precise 
approach to examinii.e readers’ complaints and suggestions. Insufficient 
attention is being given to supervision cver the examination of letters 
which are sent to ~ta.: . political entities and other organizations for a 
cueck and for steps to be iaken. Military newspapers and journals sust 
reveal more thoroughly the positive experience of examining suggestions, 
petitions and complaincs and cf tecwiving visitors in staffs, political 
entities, military commissariats, 1) \itary establishments and educational 
institutions, and they must speak «: dec‘sively against the suppression of 
criticism and against any manifestations oi bureaucratisn. 


In the decree entitled "Gn Further Improvement of Ideological and Political 
indoctrination Work,” the CPSU CC demands that means of mass information 

and propaganda take an attentive attitude toward all letters coming to the 
editors; that they regularly publish workers’ opinions on domestic and 
international issues and reviews of letters; that they bring in party, 
soviet and economic leaders for analyzing and corment ing on editorial mail and 
see to it that mandatory practical steps are caken and promulgated in 
response to critical signals as well as on material revealing foremost 
experience, for the purpose of its adoption everywhere. It stands to ‘eason 
that these demands also relate fully to the military pre:s. 


Military commissars and the chiefs of political departments of military 
commissariats have much to do in improving the work with letters and the 
reception of visitors. They are required to show more attention and sensi- 
tiveness to letters and petitions of Great Patriotic War participants and 
members of the families of deceased soldiers, and to reinforce supervision 
over gran'ing them established privileges and advantages. They must perform 
more vigorous work among youths of predraft and draft age. Taey must give 
them broad explanations of the constitutional obligations of a USSR citizen 
in defending the socialist homeland, the procedure for performing military 
service and conditions for accepiance of young people into military educa- 
tional institutions. 


Work with letters iv work with people: creative, many-sided work. It is an 
important sector in the activity of commanders, chiefs, political enticies 
and party organizations. Political departments and party organizations are 
called upon to instil in party members and all workers involved with letters 
a respectful attitude toward people and toward their opinions and queries, 
and a feeling of high responsibility for the assigned job. They aust offer 
a timely reaction to each instance of red tape and formalism and cut short 
indifference, callousness and the suppression of criticism. They must make 
wider use of people's control committees and groups in the fight against 
deficiencies. 








Primary attention in the overall system of measures cimed at improving the 
reception of visitors and the work with letters must be given to instil! ing 
a sense of high party and official responsibility in management personne! 
and those persons who are invested with the rights of making decisions. 

The underestimation of the importance of this work on the part of certain 
commanders and chiefs has to be overcome. The better that the reception of 
visitors and examination of letters is performed, the firmer chat the ties 
of commanders and political entities will become with the masses, the higher 
that our soldiers’ public activeness will be, and the higher will be the 
quality with which they accomplish the missions assigned to the USSR Armed 
Forces. 


The solicitous, interested attitude of commanders and chiefs to a suggestion, 
request or petition, a sincere desire to hear out a person and help him, and 
an ability to rely on collective experience ali facilitate an increase in 
the combat readiness of units and ships, a further reinforcement of disci- 
pline and order among the troops, maintenance of a healthy moral atmosphere 
in military collectives, and a strengthening of each person's feeling of 
participation in state affairs. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1979 
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METHODS OF IMPROVING INDOCTRINATION WORK DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNY”.H SIL in Russian No 14, Jul 79 signed tc press 
4 Jul 79 pp 8-18 


[Article by Adm A. Sorokin, deputy chief of Main Political Directorate of 
Soviet Army and Navy: "A Scientific Character, Efficiency and an Aggressive 


Spirit for Propaganda and Agitation!’ Passages enclosed in slantlines printed 
in boldface. ] 


[Text] V. I. Lenin taught that constant concern for a steady increase in 

the conscientiousness andactiveness of the popular masses remains,as always, 
a basis for and the important content of party work. The permanently 
current nature of this idea is convincingly confirmed by the CPSU CC decree 
entitled "On Further Improvement of Ideological and Political Indoctrination 
Work." It emphasized with new force the decisive importance of spiritual 
enrichment of Soviet citizens and indoctrination of workers and the armed 
defenders of the Motherland as confirmed and active fighters for implementing 
the great communist ideals. 


The Central Committee decree rests on the abundant experience in ideological 
work gained by party organizations and generalized in materials of the 25th 
Party Congress, CPSU CC documents and the works of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. 

It proceeds from an assumption that the country's economic, sociopolitical 
and cultural progress, full realization of the capabilities of mature social- 
ism, implementation of the Soviet Union's Leninist foreign political course, 
and strengthening of our socialist homeland's international positions depend 
more and more or the successes of ideological and political indoctrination 
work at the contemporary stage in the building of communism. 


In viewing the development of an aspiration for high social goals, a firm 
ideological conviction and an active position in life by Soviet citizens as 
an important front in the struggle for communism, the 25th CPSU Congress 
precisely defined the primary directions of ideological work and indicated 
the main route for further increasing its e.fectiveness: an integrated 
approach toward arrangement of the entire matter of indoctrination. In 
conformity with the session's guide] nes, the party Central Committee 
adopted decrees on experience of an integrated solution to problems of 
ideological indoctrination work, about tasks of party training, about 














management of means of mass information and propaganda, about increasing the 
role of verbal political agitation, about measures of improving lecture 
propaganda, strengthening the role of the workers’ economic education, and 
subsequent development of amateur artistic creativeness, and about improving 
cultural services to the rural populace. 


Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's books "Malaya Zemlya," "Vozrozhdeniye” [The Rebirth] 
and "Tselina" [The Virgin Lands] substantially enriched the spiritual lives 
of the builders and defenders of the new society. They teach love for the 
Motherland and allegiance to the cause of October. They arm ideological 
cadres and all party members with invaluable experience of organizational 
and indoctrinational work and an ability to create an atmosphere of general 
enthusiasm, purposefulness and the people's inexhaustible faith in their 
abilities. 


Years of the 10th Five-Year Plan are characterized by considerable su. cesses 
in realization of our party's program goals in the sphere of shaping a new 
person and by a substaatial increase in the material as well as the spiritual 
potential of the country. Ideological indoctrination work became noticeably 
deeper and its beneficial effects on millions of toilers of cities and 
villages increased. Obvious changes for the better also occurred in the 
indoctrination of Soviet Army and Navy personnel. The Soviet people's 
ideological conviction, moral health, and their readiness, will and ability 
to build communism and defend the results of their labor grew even stronger. 


But Comrade L. Il. Brezhnev said at the November (1978) CPSU CC Plenum that 
demands increase, tasks become more complicated and the level attained 
already is insufficient in ideological work as in every other matter. He 
reminded us that deficiencies and lags can do great harm. 


The concern for overcoming present weaknesses and deficiencies in 
ideological-political, labor and moral indoctrination and the desire to 
achieve a more complete conformity of the content, forms and methods of 
ideological work to contemporary demands dictated the CPSU CC decree "On 
Further Improvement of Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work." Its 
recommendations take account of the heightened educational and cultural 
level and needs of Soviet citizens, the dynamic nature of socio-economic 
processes and spiritual life of Soviet society, and the sharp aggravation of 
ideological struggle in the international arena. 


Addressing all party organizations and all detachments and elements of our 
ideological front, the party Central Committee pledges to ensure a high 
scientific level of propaganda and agitation, to reinforce its tie with 
life, its efficiency and its concrete nature, and to give it a fighting, 
offensive character everywhere. 


Extensive and many~sided work has begun in the Armed Forces to fulfill the 
tasks advanced by the CPSU CC. Commanders, political entities, party 
organizations, and all Army and Navy party members unanimously appraise the 





implementation of the Central Committee's instructions and their specific 
interpretation in day-to-day indoctrinational practice as a powerful lever 
for raising the quality and effectiveness of propaganda and agitation and 
the personnel's political information and ideological indoctrination. 
Indicative in this regard are decisions by military council sessions and 
party aktiv meetings and the results of a discussion of party-political work 
problems in light of the CPSU CC decree at management conferences of mili- 
tary districts, groups of forces and fleets, at courses and seminars for 
propagandists, and in party anc Komsomol organizations. Results of the 
recent conference of Army and Navy ideological workers also attest to the 
fact that problems involving fulfillment of the Central Committee decree 
have assumed a prominent place in party-political work and in the life of 
the Armed Forces. 








The CPSU CC decree formulated major fundamental tasks. It will nourish the 
creative thinking of commanders, political workers and all military party 
members for a long period of time. It is important to maintain and develop 
in every possible way the desire to comprehend the provisions of this 
outstanding sociopolitical documert as thoroughly as possible and arrange 
matters so that an understanding of the party CC's demands placed on ideo- 
logical and political indoctrination work is accompanied by an actual, 
perceptible, practical return. 


The party Centrai Committee's decree focused the attention of party organi- 
zations, ideological establishments, propaganda cadres and the aktiv on 
ensuring a /high scientific level/ of propaganda and agitation as one of the 
most urgent tasks of political indoctrination work and a most important 
element of its improvement. 


As we know, the scientific nature of our propaganda and agitation is 
determined by the very fact that it serves to shape a scientific, Marxist- 
Leninist outlook. It is that stable, deep-seated relationship which on the 
whole characterizes ideological work in the country and the Armed Forces 
and determines its overall condition. 


The objective conditionality of the scientific character of propaganda and 
agitation plays a deciding role, but demands placed on the qualitative 
aspect of agitation-propaganda activities not only are not reduced but, to 
the contrary, are increased many times over. An enormous responsibility is 
placed on propagandists for a thoughtful, imaginative approach to preparing 
each verbal or printed presentation. There is no need to prove that the 
scientific character of ideology which our propaganda and agitation aims at 
establishing does not ensure a high theoretical and ideological level of a lecture, 
an article or a particular cultural enlightenment activity automatically 

or directly. This level always and in all instances is the result of 
good preparedness, intensive work and a responsible attitude by ideological 
workers toward their party and official duty. 














We now do not enccu ter out-and-out incompetency or irresponsibility so 
very often. Nevertheless, there must be a steady increase in the demands 
placed on the work of those entrusted with carrying the mobilizing word 
into the masses, tempering personnel ideologically, and preparing 
commanders, engineers and political workers of the Army and Navy who are 
mature in an ideological sense. 


The propagandist, lecturer, journalist, instructor and every ideological 
worker needs to have a high ability to successfully follow the development 
of Marxist-Leninist thinking, which has made an especially great stride 
forward since the time of the 23d CPSU Congress in investigating the 
developed socialist society and in uncovering the historical advantages of 
socialism, its genuine democratism and humanism, and the essence of the 
Soviet way of life; and which achieved a great deal in clarifying the 
characteristic traits of the present stage in the opposition of two opposite 
world systems, the features of contemporary international relations, the 
correlation of war and politics in our era, and the principles of organiza- 
tional development and distinctive features of the Army of a state of the 
whole people. 


There are enormous theoretical riches contained in documents of the 23d, 24th 
and 25th party congresses and in the works of Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev and 
other party leaders. Collections of the works of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev 
entitled "Aktual'nyye voprosy ideologicheskoy raboty KPSS" [Current Problems 
of CPSU Ideological Work] and "Na strazhe mira i sotsializma" [On Guard over 
Peace and Socialism] have become reference books for party and soviet offi- 
cials and for our military cadres. They are of invaluable assistance in 
mastering the science of building communism, in the study and implementation 
of party and state policy to ensure a firm peace and reliable defense of the 
achievements of socialism, and in the communist indoctrination of workers 
and personnel of the Soviet Armed Forces. The central task of party propa- 
ganda is to facilitate the fullest assimilation of this theoretical treasure. 


Many scientific establishments now are elaborating current problems of 
Marxist-Leninist theory and of ideological work. The contribution made by 
scientific institutions and scientific research organizations of the USSR 
Ministry of Defense to an investigation of the Leninist ideological- 
theoretical heritage and military problems of social sciences also does not 
remain outside the field of view of commanders, political workers and our 
military propagandists. Productive work is being done by the higher 
military-poiitical schools and such centers of military-social research as 
the Military-Political Academy imeni V. 1. Lenin and the Institute of Mili- 
tary History. There has been a lively interest among the troops and fleets 
in the major theoretical works entitled "Filosofskoye naslediye V. I. Lenina 
i problemy sovremennoy voyny" [V. 1. Lenin's Philosophical Heritage and 
Problems of Contemporary Wer], “Partiya i armiya" [The Party and the Army], 
"KPSS -- organizator zashchity sotsialisticheskogo Otechestva" [The CPSU is 
the Organizer of Defense of the Socialist Homeland], "Voyna i armiya" [War 
and the Army] and others. 





The entire history of the Soviet stace and its Armed Forces and its every 
day are illuminated by the great ideas of V. I. Lenin. And the level of 
propaganda and agitation must fully conform to the depth and importance of 
Lenin's ideas. This is what the party Central Committee's decree obligates 
us to. 


In evaluating the status of ideological work from the position of the CC 
decree, we cannot help but note that presentations by some military propa- 
gandists are not devoid of such deficiencies as an inclination toward 
verbose twaddle and all sorts of cliches, a gray, "bureaucratic" style of 
presenting material, and mechanical repetition of general truths instead of 
their imaginative interpretation or a search for an intelligible form. It 
is no secret that some of our lecturers and journalists are very unwilling 
to go beyond the bounds of a limited circle of ideas which became habitual 
long ago. But an idea repeated endlessly loses its luster and ceases to be 
perceived by the people to whom it is addressed. Theoretical generaliza- 
tions and a serious, thoughtful analysis which enriches the listener or 
reader sometimes are replaced by pomposity and an externally pseudoscien- 
tific language, while the persuasiveness of arguments and confidentiality of 
tone in a discussion with an audience are replaced by exhortation and high- 
flown words. The CPSU CC decree emphasizes that all this must be eradicated 
decisively from practice. 


It also happens that some propagandists attempt to compensate for personal 
shortcomings and lack of genuine depth in examining a particular matter by 
the pursuit of sensation and a sham innovation. They sometimes pass off 
problems which have just been posed and which are far from resolved as the 
latest word of science. Meanwhile, a propagandist's presentation always has 
to be ponderable, substantiated and scientific. 


The deficiencies of our propaganda and agitation always show up very clearly 
in the spirit of military indoctrination. This is involved to some extent 
with weak points which have not been overcome once and for all in military- 
pedagogic science. But propaganda and agitation can in no way be taken as a 
simple retelling of what already has been printed in the books and journals. 
The question is for propaganda presentations and lectures on problems of 
military indoctrination and the moral-political and psychological training 
of personnel to acquire the necessary depth and freshness and become instruc- 
tive and interesting. The important element obviously is for leading 
experience of working with people to find proper generalizaiion in such 
presentations, so they are not a simple repetition of general propositions. 


We still encounter the depressing picture of a purely mechanical transfer of 
lines and principles of scholastic pedagogics to the training and indoctrina- 
tion of service personnel in a very significant number of presentations on 
military-pedagogic topics. It goes without saying that the significance of 
general patterns and pedagogic principles is great, but we have to give 
serious regard to the specific features of the Army and Navy and military 
service. We need a strict, comprehensive consideration of requirements of 
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the contemporary phase in the development of military affairs placed on 
personnel training and indoctrination. A certain lag behind life is still 
retained in theoretical and propaganda work here. 


As a quality of propaganda and agitation, scientific character encompasses 
an entire complex of issues large and small, each of which is important in 
its own way. Truthfulness is a prerequisite and simultaneously an indicator 
of scientific character. By truthfulness I mean a detailed, comprehensive 
coverage of the processes and events of social life, reporting of true facts 
and, at the same time, that selection of facts which ensures a consistent 
following of the party and Marxist-Leninist viewpoint. 


Unfortunately, there are instances where a propagandist's desire to give the 
most complete information possible turns out to be self-sufficing and the 
facts he cites not only do not help carry out the concept of the presenta- 
tion, but even come into open contradiction with it. This deficiency--a 
clumsy selection of facts--is encountered in lectures, political briefings 
and discussions both on issues of the country's internal development, on 
foreign political problems and on military subjects. 


An elective character in the presentation of the factual aspect of any 
problem of theory and practice or the state of affairs in a particular field 
of party and state endeavor or our military organizational! cevelopment in no 
way contradicts truthfulness and objectivity. Its goal is to facilitate the 
identification of what is essential. And one of the most important princi- 
ples of a genuine scientific character of propaganda and agitation consists 
of this very thing. 


The CPSU CC decree notes that a fear of openly bringing up current issues of 
our social life for discussicn and a tendency to gluss over or bypass unre- 
solved problems and sharp issues or be silent about shortcomings and diffi- 
culties existing in real life are incompatible with the tasks which the 
party sets for ideological indoctrination work. The party Central Committee 
reminds us that a tendency for sham efficiency does not help the cause but 
merely hinders the accomplishment of our common tasks. 


It is understandable that when a propagandist begins examining burning 
problems he enters on a difficult path which requires him to have the abil- 
ity not only to impart a certain store of knowledge, but also to analyze 
the essence of issues posed and persuade his audience. And he obviously 
should not be embarrassed by the fact that perhaps not every person in the 
audience, whether it be a school audience or other, will agree with what he 
hears immediately and in every respect. The methodology of any meaningful 
propaganda and agitation assumes the possibility that someone at first will 
not agree with you on something or will not completely understand something. 
For if we assume that everyone is convinced of everything, that they agree 
with everything, and everything is clear to everyone, then the very need to 
propagandize and agitate disappears. 








A person's desire to obtain an exhaustive answer to disturbing questions 
cannot be: classified as a sign of an unhealthy frame of mind. Moreover, an 
audience's activeness must be encouraged. One always has to remember that 
it is best to discuss an “acute” question which has arisen in the subunit 
or unit than bypass it and give grounds for rumors and conjecture. 


A scientific character of propaganda and agitation assumes that it reflects 
the complete picture of sociai relationships and encompasses a broad range 
of economic and sociopolitica’ problems. We can and ust show clearly the 
g.eatness and all-conquering force of Marxist-Leninist ideas, achievements 
of the developed socialist society, and the productive, tireless work of 
the CPSU in further strengthening the might of the Soviet Motherland, 
increasing the welfare of the Soviet people and ensuring peaceful condi- 
tions for the building of communisa. 


The CPSU CC decree emphasizes that theoretical work and all ideological 
work mist take account of those features of social development connected 
with the effects of the scientific-technical revolution. History knows 
many revolutions in science and technology, but never before were the funda- 
mental, qualitative changes in the tools and technology of physical produc- 
tion and in the means and methods of armed warfare so deep and accomplished 
with such swiftness as at the present time. Under these conditions the 
Communist Party consistently takes steps aimed at using the most promising 
results of the development of production, science and technology in mili- 
tary organizational development. The significance of work performed in 
postwar years for the technical improvement of the Army and Navy reinforces 
many times over the fact that from year to year the ranks of the Mother- 
land's defenders are being filled with people who are increasingly educated, 
prepared in the ideological and moral respects, capable of mastering con- 
temporary military equipment in a short period of time and capable of 
developing the qualities permitting competent and confident operation in a 
difficult, dynamic situation while performing both training and combat 
missions. 


The Armed Forces today have greatly surpassed the level at which they were 
by the end of the Great Patriotic har in their technical outfitting, organi- 
zational structure, and system of control and support. But the laborious 
task of improving the organizational forme of troops and naval forces, for 
improving the methods of training their personnel in conformity wath ‘he 
new level of social activeness, education and culture of Soviet military 
personnel, and particularly in conformity with the profound transformations 
which have occurred and which are occurring in the technical outfitting of 
the Armed Forces--a task which came to the foreground in postwar years-- 
retains its significance even today. 


Propaganda and agitation never has remained aloof and cannot remain aloof 
from this task. Heightened demands are placed on military-technical propa- 
ganda at the contemporary stage of military organizational development. 
Strictly speaking, there is not a single direction of propaganda and 














agitation which is not directl' related to solving cardinal problems of 
improving our military organ! ation and keeping troops and naval forces in 
a state of constant combat adiness. No matter what element of the combat 
might of the Armed Forces = examine, in all instances we see its insepare- 
ble link with party-poli.ical work and with the organizational and ideo- 
logical activity of military councils, commanders, political entities, and 
party and Komsomol organizations. 


/Strengthening the tie of propaganda and agitation with life,/ with the 
party's domestic and foreign policy, and with its work in the sphere of 
econonics, culture and the country's defense is one of the central issues 
for further improvement of ideological and political indoctrination work. 
The problem posed is that the acquisition of knowledge must serve always 
and in all instauces to establish an ideological convicticn and a conscien- 
tious attitude toward public duty; it must help people to develop an active 
position in life in which the unity of word and deed becomes an inviolable 
moral law and a daily standard of conduct. 


The requirement for an organic link of propaganda and of a study of party 
theory and policy with the practice of building communism is contained in 
the idea of an integrated approach to organizing ideological indoctrination 
work and in the orientation on establishment of communist ideology as an 
alioy of knowledge, conviction and practical action. Standing out even 
more noticeably against the Lcackground of an increasingly successful 
mastery of principles of the sntegrated approach is the fact that its basic 
feature--assurance of a close unity of ideological-political, labor and 
moral indoctrination--is sometimes perceived to this day as sovething 
abstract and elusive in practical work. A tendency often appears to view 
moral indoctrination as a special direction and even, in a certain sense, 
an isolated direction of communist indoctrination ard to reduce the under- 
standing of it merely to propaganda of certain moral norms and requirements. 
Meanwhile, ethical enlightenment, which in itself is an exceptionally 
important aud necessary matter, must not under any circumstances overshadow 
the fundamental aspect of the integrated approach--the ability to ensure 
maximum moral results and the shaping of an active position in life in the 
process of ideological-political and labor indoctrination. 


The meaning of the integrated approach lies in transforming social indoc- 
trination into an integral process which assumes an interrelationship of 
the propaganda otf political knowledge with the development of a communist 
attitude toward labor, with an increase in Soviet citizens’ sociopolitical 
activeness, and with the formation of their civil and moral maturity. This 
thought passes through the entire CPSU CC decree and was the primary one at 
the all-union practical science conference in the city of Baku on the topic 
“Formation of an active position in life: experience and current problems 
of moral indoctrination.” A section entitled "The Soviet Army is a School 
of Ideological-Moral Indoctrination" also operated there. The conference 
developed valuable recommendations. Their implementation meets the inter- 
ests of accomplishing the ideological tasks assigned by the party Central 
Committee. 








The heart of ideological and political indoctrination work has been and 
remains the whaping in Soviet citizens of a scientific outlook, utter 
devotion to the party cause and communist ideals, and love for the social- 
ist homeland and proletarian internationalism. This is why the party gives 
unremitting attention to problems of the effectiveness of party training 
and political enlightenment. In fulfilling the CPSU CC decree, commanders 
and political workers ar2 obligated to raise the demands placed on the 
content and organization of officers’ Marxist-Leninist training, warrant 
officers’ political studies, and political classes with privates, seamen, 
sergeants and petty officers. Results of political training and party and 
Komsomol studies must be appraised in each instance in strict conformity 
with the kind of impression they leave in the soldiers’ awareness and how 
they influence their attitudes toward fulfilling official duties and their 
sacred duty to the Motherland, and how they influence the effectiveness of 
socialist competition. 


We are faced with a need for further generalization of the experience of 
using socialist competition in the Army and Navy for purposes of the 
ideological-moral indoctrination of military personnel. It must be admit- 
ted that there are especially large reserves right here. We can solve many 
problems successfully by enriching the moral content of competition and 
eliminating elements of formalism in its organization. We must reveal more 
clearly the best examples of performance of military duty, take note of the 
work of each member of a collective, assess his contribution to the common 
cause on its merits, and stimulate the soldiers’ activeness. 


There is a requirement for a comprehensive improvement in ideological and 
mass political work in the interests of strengthening military discipline, 
instilling respect for the demands of Soviet laws and military regulations, 
maintaining a healthy moral atmosphere in Army and Navy collectives, and 
increasing the effectiveness of ideological influence on personnel while 
accomplishing the entire complex of tasks of raising combat readiness. 


Everything possible has to be done to give propaganda and agitation even 
more concreteness and objectivity and thus reinforce its /fighting, offen- 
sive character/ as well. We know that it is the organic link with the 
lively practice of building and defending a new society which largely 
determines the offensive spirit of ideological work--that quality, 

the comprehensive development of which the CPSU CC relegates to the primary 
tasks of party organizations. 


The offeasive character of propaganda and agitation shows up above all in 
support for everything new, foremost and promising and in the struggle 
against that which hinders forward movement and with that which is old and 
outmoded in people's consciousness and conduct. By using a fervent, 
attacking word and all means of mass political and cultural enlightenment 
work, we must help eradicate the misshapen vestiges of the past still 
existing in life and develop an irreconcilability toward the antipodes of 
communist morality and toward the mores and antisocial manifestations alien 
to us. 




















We must spark an active desire for moral improvement, a genuine thirst for 
knowledge, and an irreconcilability toward political ignorance and z2!1l 
infractions of legal and moral norms of socialist society. It is important 
to understand and be able to persuade people that high awareness comes to a 
person along with socialist culture, which, in Lenin's definition, also 
includes all cultural riches developed by mankind. 


The C?SU CC decree notes that the strengthening of the positions of world 
socialism and all progressive forces creates favorable conditions for 
unfolding an ideological offensive agains: imperialism, hegemonism, mili- 
tarism and reaction. 


We live in an ctmospheie of an increasingly acute struggle of ideas, behind 
~hich stanc two worlds and two opposite social systems. The situation is 
such that the more widely and firmly the principle of peacefui coexistence 
of states with different social systems becomes established in international 
affairs, the more insistent becomes the attempt by imperialists to activate 
their operations in the ideological sphere. 


V. I. Lenin said at the very beginning of Soviet peaceful construction: "If 
they now cannot go against us with weapons in hand, they do so with the 
weapon of falsehood and slander" ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy" [Complete 
Collected Works], XLII, 366). And this is confirmed especially vividly in 
our days, when the imperialists have been forced to reckon with a new 
correlation of forces in the world arena and with the indestructible amili- 
tary might of our Motherland and the entire socialist community. Some in 
the capitalist camp would like to compensate for the transition to the 
rails of peaceful coexistence with an intensification of ideological 
pressure on countries of socialism. And as we know, matters are not limited 
here to such types of declarations and appeals. Noisy propaganda campaigns 
are organized one after the other, false theses are advanced about “viola- 
tion of human rights in the USSR" and about the mythical “Soviet military 
threat," and subversive propaganda is conducted systematically, designed to 
weaken spiritual forces and the solidarity of the peoples and armies of 
socialist states by any means. 


It also is important to see the direct link of the present intensity of 
ideological struggle more thanwith the circumstance that a certain part of 
the imperialist bourgeoisie now fears a head-on attack on socialism and 
prefers to use the means of ideological intervention against the socialist 
world. It must be considered an’ emphasized that imperialism has not 
rejecte’ its military plans at all, and subversive activities of all sorts 
and all possible ideological diversions represent one of the basic compo- 
nents of its military preparations. The preparation of war and a conten- 
porary war itself are connected inseparably with opposition on the ideo- 
logical front and with the extensive use of ideological means of bringing 
pressure to bear on the enemy. The imperialists understand this full well. 
They know the strength of ideological means of struggle and attempt to make 
fullest use of them in the interests of their aggressive military doctrines. 








Peking’s chauvinists and aggressors now onvenly work together with imperial-~ 
ist propaganda. 


In the situation at hand it is important to offer a timely and worthy 
rebuff to hostile ideological attacks and develop en increasingly broad 
ideological offensive against tmperialiem and its ccomplices. In order to 
conduct this offensive successfully ome has to have a good knowledge of the 
enemy and of his weak and strong points. We must take account of the fact 
that the imperialist bourgeoisie has much experience in affecting the 
people's minds. It attempts to compensate for its lack of progressive 
idezs which could grip and attract the masses by refinement in the tech- 
nigues and methods o: ideological conditioning. Bourgeois ideologists and 
propagandists today speculate in every possible way, for example, on a 
growing complication of many processes and phenomena of social life, 
including the deve'opment of capitalism itself, in order to conceal or 
Shade its antipopular essence. They make active use of the subversive 
activities of right and “left” opportunists in the communist and working 
movement for their own purposes. Reliance on the capability of contempo- 
rary technical means of information occupies more than the last place in 
their calculations. 


An underestimation of the enemy's strength and self-complacency never 
preduce victory. Every success in the ideological offensive ‘{s provided by 
purposeful, concentrated efforts. All the ideological means we possess 
must be included in the struggle for a further triumph of our ideals and 
their interaction must be coordinated carefully. The CPSU CC sets aside an 
exceptionally important role for means of mass information and propaganda-- 
the press, television, radio, and verbal political agitation. It is taking 
specific steps one after the other aimed at expanding their capabilities, 
including in the area of countering hostile ideology. 


In order for the offensive to be crowned with victory, it is important to 
determine correctly the axis of the main attack against the enemy, create a 
decisive preponderance of forces and weapons on this axis, win over and 
consolidate position after position, and develop success constantly. Only 
this kind of ideological struggle will be really offensive and really 
effective. We must decisively uncover the incurable flaws of capitalist 
society; expose the theoretical insolvency of contemporary bourgeois and 
Maoist philosophic’!, economic, political and military theories and their 
hostility to the workers’ interests in a well-argued manner and irom Marxist- 
Leninist positions; and show the true objectives and crafty methods of enemy 
ideological diversions. 


One of the strategically important axes is a further exposure of the false 


and provocatory concept with respect to the so-called “Soviet military threat.” 
We must take into account that imperialism and Maocism are attempting to use 
this concept and wil nquestionably continue to use it to counter the 


relaxation in internat onal tension and for more persistent attacks on real 
socialism. This is w.y we must explain persistently that war in our time 








more and more resists social progress and the creative basis contained in 
the nature of socialism. A state of peace and not war organically stems 
from the nature of sxcialism and the social system, to which the future 
belongs. 


The work of the Soviet delegation headed by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev during 
the Soviet-American summit conference is weighty confirmation of the 
peaceloving nature of the USSR. The signing of the Agreement between the 
USSR and United States about the limitation on strategic offensive armaments 
which crowned the Vienna meeting opens up new opportunities for normalizing 
the international political climate and appears as the result of the 
lengthy, intensive work of the CPSU CC Politburo, the Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet, the USSR Council of Ministers and Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's 
personal contribution to the preparation and accomplishment of the meeting 
and to the job of curbing the arms race and developing a autually profit- 
able cooperation of states with different social systems. The Soviet people 
perceived the agreement which was reached with profound satisfaction. They 
unanimously support the peace policy conducted by our party and the Soviet 
State. The successes of this policy give Soviet citizens new strength and 
energy in carrying out the great plans of building communissa. 


We have convincing arguments at our disposal for proving that the Communist 
Party and Soviet people are working for the sake of the prospects for peace. 
At the same time, our party is taking a serious attitude toward the fact 
that imperialism and the United States of Ame ica possess a gigantic war 
machine and are continuing to build up its might. Consideration also is 
being given to those changes in the military-political situation which are 
occurring as a result of China's development along the line of creating a 
powerful militaristic state which is conducting an expansionistic foreign 
policy course. The appraisals and conclusions of the Comaunist Party and 
its Central Committee concerning today's alignment of politicai and mili- 
tary forces in the world are shaping in Soviet citizens and Army and Navy 
personnel an attitude toward the military danger as being a stern reality 
of our time. The party orients us on achieving those results in military 
organizational development which would ensure a crushing rebuff to any 
aggressor. 


1979 is taking the Soviet Army and Navy to new, important goals in imple- 
menting the historic decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress. The precise 
rhythm and fighting intensity of summer training give a firm assurance of 
the ability of wnit and ship personnel to conclude the training year 
worthily and to accomplish the difficult, responsible missions assigned by 
the USSR Minister of Defense. 


The Armed Forces are developing in step with the times and with the very 
same constant build-up in successes typical of the present stage in the 
building of commmism in the USSR. They are improving as an Army of a 
developed socialist society and as an Army of a state of the whole people. 
Their might is founded on the economy of mature socialism and determined by 





the new level of class and national relationships, the ideologicai-political 
solidarity, culture, educational level, and the entire spiritual life of 
Soviet citizens. The Soviet Armed Forces are vigilantly guarding the 
peaceful labor of their people. They are tied by the bonds of indestruc- 
tible combat brotherhood with armies of allied socialist states and are 
ready to perform the most difficult sissions stemming from their patriotic 
duty and international responsibility. 


The Soviet Army and Navy are the chief tool of the Motherland's military 
defense and at the same time are a school for indoctrination of the youth 
which is remarkable in many respects. The role of our Armed Forces as a 
school of selfless service to the Motherland and the cause of communism is 
determined by their sociopolitical nature, by the high social significance 
of military labor, and by the integrated character of ideological work aimed 
at shaping a scientific, Marxist-Leninist outlook and at developing an 
active position in life for military personnel. The influence of these 
factors transforms young people in Aray and Navy ranks into politically and 
morally mature defenders of the Motherland and active members of a developed 
socialist society. 


The party Central Committee assigned the Ministry of Defense and Main 
Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy to take steps aimed at a 
further strengthening of the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed 
Forces. Great tasks thus were assigned to all party members of the Army 
and Navy and all military cadres as well. A qualitatively new stage has 
arrived in the ideological-political life of the Armed Forces. It isa 
stage of struggle for fulfilling the long-term program of improving 
ideological and political indoctrination work developed by the CPSU CC. 


Demands of the Central Committee's decree comprise the basis for current 
and long-term planning. They permeate all activities of military councils, 
commanders, political entities, and party and Komsomol organizations. 
Improvements are being made to the training of T/OSE and non-T/O6E propa- 
gat.dists and to the system of active participation in the political indoc- 
trination work of managers. The practice of common political days which 
involve the participation of leading party, soviet, trade union, Komsomol 
and economic cadres, which has become widespread in the country and was 
approved by the CPSU CC, now is being used in the Army and Navy. 


The personal participation of party member-managers in mass political work 
is a remarkable Leninist tradition. Commanders, staff officers and all 
military management cadres must follow this tradition steadfastly. I 
would like to recall that this demand also is expressed in Soviet military 
regulations, which obligate commanders and other direct supervisors to 
engage daily in political, legal and military indoctrinatior of personnel 
in the process of managing the unit, warship or subunit. 


The frankness and keenness with which the Central Committee approached the 
assessment of deficiencies in ideological and politicel indoctrination work 








gave a remarkable lesson to commanders, political workers and every party 
member. The meetings of the party aktiv, of party and Komsomol organiza- 
tions, and conferences of ideological workers show that an important step 
forward has been taker. in developing criticism and self-criticism, in the 
fundamental reaction to omissions in work with people, and in personnel 
indoctrination. 


The CPSU CC decree obligates us to consider the entire complex of contea- 
porary high demands on party-political and ideological work in the Army and 
Navy and on the moral-combat and psychological qualities of the present 
generation of Soviet military personnel. And the first steps in its imple- 
mentation attest to a deepening of the analytical work which we so need, 
work concerning matters of increasing effectiveness and influence on the 
status of military discipline and on the combat readiness of our present 
system of political training, patriotic and interna*ional indoctrination, 
and propaganda of Lenin's ideological-theoretical heritage and the revolu- 
tionary, labor and combat traditions of our people and their Aray. 


The Army and Navy's combat readiness is being forged by the selfless labor 
of military personnel; by the creative inspiration with which they work 
today on implementing decisions of the 25th Party Congress and Comride L. lL. 
Brezhnev's instructions on matters of strengthening the country's defenses; 
and by the responsible attitude of military personnel toward carrying out 
training programs and plans and the pledges made during the All-Arnmy 
Socialist Competition. The CPSU CC decree, addressed to all the people, 
generated in them a new surge of energy and the desire to ensure successful 
accomplishment of all tasks facing the Armed Forces along the way to the 
110th Anniversary of V. I. Lenin's birth and the 26th CPSU Congress. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh $il", 1979 


6904 
cso: 1801 





PROGRESS ON BAYKAL-AMUR BAILWAY PROJECT DESCRIBED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No /.4, Jul 79 signed to press 
4 Jul 79 pp 34-41 


[Article by Lt Gen Ya. Mayorov, member of military council, chief of 
political directorate of railroad troops: “Routes of the 10th Five-Year 
Plan: A Road into the Future™] 


[Text] Five years ago the party and government made the decision to build 
the Baykal-Amur Railway. There were 3,200 km of steel path to be laid 
across the remote taiga, mari and mountains. To this end it was necessary 
to process over 300 million cubic meters of soil, erect around 3,500 bridges 
and water pipes, punch 27 km of tunnels in the mountains and build over 200 
stations and sidings. 


An enormous amount of work has been done over the last five-year period. 
Impetuous clearings have cut through the taiga for almost the entire extent 
of BAM [Bavkal-Amur Railway] and the banks of many rivers have been 
connected by handsome bridges. Metal spans hum over the Lena and Amur, the 
Gilyuy and Bureya, the Amgun' and Orokot. The Dusse-Alin’ tunnel was reac- 
tivated ahead of schedule. Construction of giant tunnels--the Baykal and 
the Severomuysk--is going on across a broad front. Around 3,000 km of auto- 
mobile roads adjacent to the route have been laid on the BAM and over 150 
million cubic meters of soil has been processed. The Bam-Tynda sector has 
been placed in permanent operation. Work trains go to Berkakit, Larba, 
Dipkun, Alonka and Berezovka. The Far Eastern railroad ring has been 
closed. In congratulating participants in construction of the Eastern 
Sector of the Baykal-Amur Railway on this remarkable victory, CPSU CC 
General Secretary and Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, emphasized that the construction tempos on this 
main line are increasing from year to year, train traffic is opening up 
along new sectors, and cities and settlements are growing. Even now the 
BAM is showing itself to be a powerful accelerator of socio-cultural trans- 
formations of enormous uninhabitated territories. 


The past five-year period was above all difficult work, work under severe 
climatic conditions, for builders of the main line. That makes the results 














of the past, which have absorbed the enthusiasm of the pathfinders, the 
romantic aspirations of the Soviet youth and the heroics of daily labor of 
BAM builders, the more valuable and significant. The high moral-political 
qualities of Soviet citizens were displayed in creating the route through 
the taiga. The atmosphere in which the attack on the taiga goes on forces 
us to recall Dneproges [Dneprovskaya Hydroelectric Power Station] and the 
Turksib [Turkestan-Siberian Railroad], Magnitka and the Virgin Lands-- 
everything about which today's builders of the main line know only from 
books and films. Now books and films are being made about then. 


Construction of BAM became a cause of the whole people from the very begin- 
ning. People came from all the union republics to lay the main line. 
Emissaries of the Ukraine, Moldavia, Belorussia, Kazakhstan, and the cities 
of Moscow, Leningrad, Khabarovsk and Penza now are working shoulder to 
shoulder here. The party and government show steady concern for the BAM's 
builders. The latest technology and contemporary equipment arrives at the 
key construction project in a constant stream. 


The contribution made by military railroad personnel participating in 
laying the Eastern Sector of BAM to construction of the main line also is 
ponderaple. They conquered the age-old taiga, mari, mountains and rivers 
over many hundreds of kilometers. Work trains already are running in 
several sectors over rails laid by the soldiers’ hands. They are carrying 
new equipment, fuel, bridge spans, reinforced concrete structures, and 
slabs for residences--tens of thousands of tons of cargoes--to the advance 
sites on the main line. 


..-A monument 10 m tall in the shape of a "silver" spike connecting two 
reinforced concrete rails soon will rise along the picturesque bank of the 
Urkal'tu River, crow’ed by spurs of the Bureinskiy Range. This is a monu- 
ment to the selfless labor of military railroad workers inconstructing the 
Eastern Sector of BAM. It will be erected at the site where the Far 
Eastern railroad ring was closed on 30 June 1979, which opened the most 
northern route to the Pacific. 


But this is not the first monument along the route. The first was erected 
in the remote taiga 5 years ago, when the grandiose construction project 
began. Soldiers moved an enormous granite boulder over to a small spot of 
firm soil which had served as a helicopter landing pad and hewed out on it 
the inscription: "The first party of military railroad workers of Unit 'X' 
landed here in July 1974." Even now it is at the same location, this monu- 
ment which one could say was not made by human hands, but created by nature 
herself. It of course does not contain the beauty which professional sculp- 
tors and architects put into the reinforced concrete monument, but it is no 
less dear to our soldiers and commanders as a recollection of the beginning 
of the great construction project and about the courage and selflessness of 
its trailblazers. 








The BAM five-year period lay between the events recognized in this manner. 
But no matter how impressive its results are, it is impossible to reduce 
them merely to kilometers and cubic meters. The people also grew together 
with BAM, and the experience and expertise built up in the specialists, 
engineers, commanders and political workers. Military collectives grew 
strong and the soldiers came to manhood and were tempered. One often can 
hear on the route the words: "We are building BAM, BAM is developing us.” 
As a matter of fact, the unusual conditions of the great construction 
project, a sense of participation in a cause of the whole people and pride 
for bestowed trust created a special moral atmosphere in the military 
collectives which has a beneficial influence on indoctrination of the youth. 
Our best subunits on the BAM are distinguished by solidarity, friendship 
and a high volitional and psychological mood. We now can say confidently 
that the BAM soldiers passed the stern test honorably. 


The railroad troops military council and political directorate placed the 
progress of the main line's construction under unremitting supervision. 
Military council members and political directorate workers often travel to 
the BAM and hold a discussion directly at the worksites on problems of 
increasing production effectiveness, indoctrination of soldiers and improve- 
ment in welfare. Subunits participating in laying the main line are 
constantly being reinforced with command and political cadres, and special 
concern is shown here for a growth in party ranks. 


Successes in building the BAM became possible thanks to the vigorous, pur- 
poseful party-political work of commanders, political entities, and party 
and Komsomol organizations which unfolded from the very first days of 
developing the route. The specific tasks stemming from the decree of the 
CPSU CC and USSR Council of Ministers about building the Baykal-Amur Railway 
were discussed at meetings of the party and Komswmol aktiv and in all pri- 
mary party and Komsomol organizations. Courses and seminars for commanders, 
political workers and engineers thoroughly examined the features in iaying 
the future route and erecting its numerous structures, and they determined 
the primary tasks of the subunits. Primary attention was focused on 
improving the training of specialists, especially machine operators, on 
ensuring high effectiveness and quality of the work, on capable use of 
equipment, and on the thrifty expenditure of construction materials and fuel. 
Contant concern was displayed for material and personal support for person- 
nel. 


The party members were the true organizers of indoctrination and mass 
political work and the personnel's leaders. They went to the most difficult 
sectors of the route, considering it their privilege to begin work under 
conditions for which far from each person was capable. I recall one of the 
first party meetings along the route. It was held in the taiga in the open 
air. The party members had just returned from unloading construction 
materials. They sat on felled trees, stumps or even right on the ground. 
They were tired and had forgotten about sleep or rest. The agenda was 
brief: "The personal example of party members in labor." Glancing at the 
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first tent frames, which already were fading in the evening twilight, party 
organization secretary Capt A. Tsvetayev said: 


"We must continue work today. Many soldiers do not know how to hew a frame 
or arrange for heating. They must be taught and shown...” 


Party members V. Prokuratov, V. Klimovskiy, B. Belov and V. Malik rose from 
their places. And the axes sounded in the taiga, bonfires blazed and the 
soldiers, and along with them all the party members,worked until late at 
night. 


Propaganda and mass agitation work to explain to personnel the national 
economic and sociopolitical significance of the supreme construction project 
assumed broad scope. Commanders, political workers, and party and Komsomol 
organizations used the entire arsenal of forms and means to make each 
serviceman aware of the grandeur of tasks facing him and to help the soldiers 
comprehend and determine their places in accomplishing plans outlined by the 
party. 


In his book “Malaya Zemlya," Comrade L. I. Brezhnev wrote very well and 
sincerely about the significance of political work and about political 
workers. “What are we political workers responsible for?" asks Leonid 
Il'ich Brezhnev, and he immediately responds: "For everything! But our 
chief concern is the high fighting spirit, healthy moral condition, constant 
combat readiness and combat effectiveness of the troops. .. . We have to 
know whether or not the soldiers have understood the combat mission 
correctly, what condition their weapons, gear and equipment are in, whether 
or not they are full, how they slept, and whether or not they know the 
latest events at the front and in the country." These profound thoughts 
also have current importance today. 


From the first days of construction on the BAM, life itself presented 
heightened demands on commanders and political workers. The enormous 
extent of the route and complexity in accomplishing tasks, where deadlines 
for attaining set goals are unusually tight and stern nature does not give 
up a single meter of the taiga expanses without a fight--all this resembled 
a frontline situation to some extent, where ‘t is especially important to 
exert an ideological influence on the personnel constantly and purposefully; 
to regard as of paramount importance always and in everything the problens 
of moral-psychological conditioning of privates, NCO's, warrant officers 
and officers; and to see that the soldiers are completely informed and 
perform their duty conscientiously. 


A form of political indoctrination work such as verbal agitation came to 
the fore. The politica] directorate and political entities beefed up the 
complement of agitators, political information specialists, lecturers and 
briefers with party and Komsomol members from the foremost soldiers and 
began to make fuller use of technical means of propaganda. Agitation 
brigades and amateur collectives formed on the BAM received general 








recognition. The use of such mobile forms most fully meets the demands of 
the situation. The fact is that our subunits usually are working at a 
considerable distance from home bases and populated points. 


In a letter to his family, young BAY soldier Aleksandr Levchenko wrote: 
“Pardon me for not writing often. Wwe are doing very serious work. There 
will hardly be anything more important in life." And when you read these 
lines of a soldier, you see the great work done by party and Komsomol 
organizations, the commanders and the political workers in indoctrinating 
and mobilizing the soldiers. 


Every commander and political worker became a propagandist and agitator in 
those difficult days, regardless of what authorized position he held. Local 
party entities gave us much help and continue to do so. Lecturers of the 
Khabarovskiy Kraykom and the party's Amurskaya and Yakutskaya obkoms made 
their way to the most remote sites of the route, gave lectures and briefings 
on current issues of domestic and foreign policy of the CPSU and Soviet 
state, and told about prospects for development of the Far East and Siberia 
in connection with the building of the Baykal-Amur Railway. 


Motivated by high feelings, veterans of the railroad troops set off for 
thousands of kilometers to inspire the young soldiers for selfless labor 
and to pass on the heroic baton of the older generation to its sons and 
grandsons. A general patriotic and labor enthusiasm gripped each partici- 
pant of the key construction project. Many soldiers who already had served 
the authorized term express a desire to remain on the BAM to continue to 
build the main line. As a rule, these are the best privates and NCO's, the 
heroes of the labor routine. Among them is excavator operator Sgt M. 
Seregin, bulldozer operator Pfc V. Kudryashov, vehicle drivers Jr Sgt A. 
Trepalin, Pfc V. Povishin, Pfc P. Pasisnichenko, Pfc A. Gulemin, Pvt L. 
Cheboganov and many others. 


Commanders and political entities use all forms of party-political work to 
develop high moral qualities in the military railroad workers and to 
strengthen discipline and efficiency. The troop political directorate 
focuses the attention of party and Komsomol organizations on matters of 
further solidarity of military collectives and creating in them the condi- 
tions for a creative search, comradely mutual assistance, and exactingness 
toward each other. This is especially typical of the subunits in which 
political workers I. Uretskiy, S. Sibirev, A. Koval’, S. Zavgorodniy and 
others serve. 


The concern shown by the party and people for the BAM soldiers and the 
purposeful party-political work performed by commanders, troop political 
entities, and party and Komsomol organizations are creating a high labor 
enthusiasm and an atmosphere in which heroes are born. 


I would like to tell the following story. Ome winter a column of vehicles 
was delivering cargo to a remote taiga site. The route lay across a 














mountain pass, where the road was especially difficult, and it was snowing 
heavily in addition. The drivers were awaited by a serious test in the 
pass. An enormous layer of ice formed on one of the sharp turns. The 
cliff was on the right and the precipice on the left. The column halted. 
None of the soldiers dared to slip past the dangerous sector. Then party 
member WO E. Rebane-Reppan sat behind the wheel of the lead vehicle. He 
Started the engine and took the vehicle slowly over the slippery surface. 
There were instants when the wheels were rolling 20 cm from the edge of the 
dizzying precipice, but the party member did not give in to a feeling of 
fear and passed the dangerous place safely. After that he drove a second 
vehicle across the layer of ice in the same manner. Inspired by the party 
member's example and at the risk of their lives, the other soldiers also 
crossed the difficult pass in the vehicles. 


It should be added that WO Rebane-Reppan has been working over 4 years on 
the BAM. During this time he has carried thousands of tons of cargo in his 
“Uragan": construction materials, equipment, bridge structures and pipes. 
His 20 years as a driver helped him quickly find a home on the difficult 
BAM roads and negotiate steep mountain slopes and roadless conditions. He 
willingly shares his experience with the young soldiers. The party member's 
work has been recognized with the medal "For Construction of the Baykal- 
Amur Railway." 


What was told is merely a very small episode from the life of soldiers on 
the BAM. But it reflects the great deeds of the construction project of 
the century just as the sun is reflected in a dewdrop. Each working day is 
full of examples of the people's courage and selflessness. 


Soldiers of the steel lines now are assaulting the taiga thickets across an 
enormous front. By creating a solid logistical base and securing the rear 
areas, they are battling the mari, permafrost, mountains and water barriers 
more boldly and decisively. Subunits of the railroad troops have firmly 
straddled a difficult sector in the vicinity of Fevral'sk, they are pouring 
an earthen bed in the direction of Zeysk, and are laying a route from 
Alonka to the west. They are inspired by the high patriotic goal which 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev mentioned vividly at a meeting with leading construc- 
tion workers of the BAM: The second route to the ocean opens up colossal 
opportunities for economic development of the enormous natural riches of 
Siberia and the Far East. The BAM will improve transportation conditions 
of these areas and will shorten the run of S‘oerian trains to the countrv's 
Pacific coast by more than 400 km. The main line will provide transporta- 
tion to many major mineral deposits. 


Socialist competition serves as an effective means for mobilizing the 
soldiers to accomplish present tasks. The military council, political 
entities, and troop party and Komsomol organizations direct it toward 
successful fulfillment of production goals, increasing production effective- 
ness and the quality of construction work, adoption of leading forms of 
labor organization, and a reduction in time periods and cost of construction 





and installation work. Military railroad personnel responded fervently to 
the initiative of Muscovites who unfolded competition under the motto “The 
Five-Year Plan's Goal by the 110th Anniversary of Lenin's Birth," and they 
are persistently implementing the motto "Work better today than yesterday, 
and better tomorrow than today." 


This year the initiator of competition in the Eastern Sector of BAM was the 
personnel of the mechanization battalion commanded by Lt Col V. Kupriyanov. 
The military machine operators gave their word to fulfill the annual 
production plan ahead of schedule; to prepare the earth bed for laying the 
route with only an outstanding quality; to achieve a saving in construction 
materials and fuels and lubricants; and to provide for a reduction in 
production costs for construction of installations by 100,000 rubles. The 
initiative of this subunit's soldiers was approved by the railroad troops 
military council. It found wide support from all builders of the Eastern 
Sector, who planned new high goals and decided to close the Far Eastern 
ring a year earlier than the planned date. 


Now, when work trains already are running over the Urgal-Komsomol'sk-na~ 
Amure sector, it is worthwhile to recall if only briefly the history of 
this construction. Work on the ring began in the fall of 1974. It began 
just as on the central sector, with route clearance, laying of vehicular 
roads and construction of living accommodations. And by 2 January 1975 the 
piledriver team of Komsomol member Sgt A. Vikulov had driven the first pile 
for the abutments of a temporary 622-meter bridge across the Bureya River. 


Its erection was dramatic. In order to picture the difficulties involved 

in conquering the Bureya, suffice it to say that the bridgebuilders' first 
test pile took 4 days to drive. The piledriver's hammer rose and fell 2,000 
times, but the pile went into the ground only by 20 cm. The permafrost and 
rock formations below, and the ice and 50° below zero temperatures above 
opposed man as if in agreement. 


The soldiers endured the hardships steadfastly. Fuel for the piledrivers 
turned into ice and steel bolts broke in the freezing temperatures, but the 
bridgebuilding soldiers did not give in. Special nonfreezing fuel began to 
be used in the piledrivers. The saw frame was set up directly on the ice, 
and there was no longer a need to travel far for beams for the cribs and 
icebreakers. 


As always, the party members set the example in work. Party members L. 
Svetlov, B. Berezniy, G. Anikin, V. Semochkin, A. Vashchenko and many 
others did not leave the bridge sometimes for 24 hours, inspiring and 
mobilizing the soldiers with their steadfastness and industriousness. When 
a lag behind the timetable was noticed in assembling the abutments, the 
party organization sent the most experienced, strongest-willed party members 
to perform this operation. And the decision made at the meeting stated 

that no party member had the right to work defectively or to ignore short- 
comings. The time which had been lost was made up. 

















The last span was laid down on the bridge on 15 April, a few days before 
the spring high waters. The enormous, complex structure had been erected 


by the soldiers in a record time of a little more than 3 months. Bridge- 
building practice had never known such a thing. 


But the bridge's story did not end here. There was an uncommonly hot 
summer that same year, which melted the ice on the mountaintops. Then the 
exhausting heat was replaced by warm downpours. Rivers went out of their 
banks. The water level on the Bureya rose to a mark which even old-timers 
in these areas had never seen. 


The situation at the bridge became alarming. The river swallowed up the 
high icebreakers, cut the bridge off from the banks and formed an enormous 
obstruction of logs and stumps. The water level rose even higher. When 
night fell, the clearance between the lower part of the spans and the 
water's surface was a little more than 40 cm. The bridge shuddered from 
the monstrous pressure and could crash down at any moment. 


“Who wants to volunteer to land on the bridge from helicopters?" the 
battalion commander asked the soldiers who had formed up. 


The entire battalion took a step forward. The strongest and most hardy 
persons were chosen. The soldiers worked all night under the light of 
searchlights, forgetting about rest and the danger which threatened then. 
They shoved the trees away with hooks, shoved them under the bridge and 
tossed them through the rails. The elements retreated and the bridge was 
saved. 

The entire sector proved to be a "tough nut,” with dozens of large and small 
streams, ridges and mountains. The earth bed had to be built on narrow 
shoreline shelves, the so-called "wall-huggers." The rocky soils gave way 
only to the force of explosives. And although each cubic meter of soil came 
at a high price, the soldiers worked and outstripped time. 


The daily work of the main line's builders gives rise to interesting 
initiatives and is distinguished by imagination and inspiration. Such 
mottos as “Three yearly norms in two years of service,” "A year's directive 
norm ahead of schedule" and “The Komsomol badge of quality for BAM installa- 
tions” became the slogan of the people's struggle for the highest labor 
productivity and for the highest effectiveness and quality of work. Komsomol 
organizations are putting much initiative into competition. "Build BAM in 
Korchagin's manner!" is the law for them. Last year a Komsomol-youth labor 
relay successfully went over the route. Its symbols--a red banner and 
pennant--visited each subunit. The labor relay generates soldiers’ enthu- 
siasm, new records and new kilometers of conquered taiga. 


Whoever has been in the BAM sector where the Amgun’ River makes intricate 
loops and encounters the route headed for the east three times has of 
course noticed the small stars on the rails. These symbols are a guarantee 





of high quality of the sections and of reliability and longevity of their 
attachments. The tracklaying machine operator would determine faultlessly 
from the little stars the address of manufacture: the section assembly line 
serviced by the platoon of young party member Lt Ye. Zuyev, winner of the 
Leninist Komsomol Prize. It was there that, at the Komsomol members’ 
initiative, they instituted their own symbol of quality--two little stars 
on the rails of a section joined in an outstanding manner. A harmonious, 
cohesive combat colle: tive works on the line. Even in the fiercest winter 
colds, when it was impossible to touch metal with bare hands and hydraulics 
would malfunction, the soldiers would prepare 800-850 m of route per shift. 


The railroad ring was closed. The first train passed to the shores of the 
Amur with the competition winners. The vital work on the Eastern Sector 
continues. There are still hundreds of kilometers of taiga ahead. There 
also will be many hardships. They do not frighten the soldiers, however, but 
temper them and make them strong in body and will. It is not for nothing 
that the BAM is called the route of courage. 


Troop commanders and political entities skillfully direct the personnel's 
patriotic ardor and enthusiasm and concentrate all attention on improving 
all organizational and political work, bettering the management of social- 
ist competition, and increasing its effectiveness. Decisions of the 25th 
Party Congress and of the November (1978) CPSU CC Plenum and the CPSU CC 
decree "On Further Improvement of Ideological aud Political Indoctrination 
Work" are the basis for this work. Each party member, no matter where he 
works, strives to be a propagandist and conductor of ideas of the Leninist 
party and to give his knowledge and the force of his soul to this important 
cause. 


BAM party organizations arm themselves with the experience gained in the 
foremost subunits and do everything possible to ensure that it becomes the 
property of all builders of the Eastern Sector. Foremost personnel and 
innovators in the subunit commanded by Sr Lt T. Kushkhabiyev are surrounded 
with attention and honor. They often speak over the local radio and give 
advice and recommendations, and they hold classes in the school of foremost 
experience. Young soldiers who arrive in the subunit quickly take their 
places in the common formation and work with high efficiency and quality in 
assembling bridges. This subunit has held first place in competition for 

3 years now. The soldiers have built several large bridges under difficult 
conditions. Eighteen persons from this subunit were awarded the medal “For 
Construction of the Baykal-Amur Railway." 


The BAM soldiers’ labor receives high praise from the party and government. 
Many of them were decorated with orders and medals for exemplary performance 
of assignments. They include officers V. Bondarevskiy, A. Korchagin and V. 
Kazhdan, WO V. Vasilevskiy, Sgt N. Babayev, Pvt R. Martirosyan and others. 
Young officers A. Kuznetsov, Ye. Zuyev, S. Rudnev, A. Pylev, V. Trach, Ye. 
Solov'yev and V. Vedeneyev became winners of the Leninist Komsomol Prize. 








Using diverse forms of mass agitation work, commanders, political workers 
and party and Komsomo] organizations disseminate the experience of the best 
soldiers, brief collectives about each other's deeds, and “write” the 
annals of the route of courage with the help of technical means of propa- 


ganda. 


Large-circulation newspapers play a large part in covering the labor heroics 
of the military railroad workers. They tell meaningfully and interestingly 
about labor victories of the builders of BAM and propagandize the best 
achievements and foremost experience of experts in the trade and of military 
collectives. Critical articles also appear in the pages, directed against 
violators of labor and military discipline and against extravagance and 
mismanagement. But for the sake of justice, we will note that the newspapers 


have the grounds for an even sharper criticism of gaps in the BAM personnel's 
work. 


There was a detailed discussion of them in the pages of PRAVDA, in the 
article entitled "The Route is the Important Thing!" Commanders, political 
entities, engineers, and workers of logistical services must draw immediate 
conclusions from this critical article and give special attention to 
increasing the quality of construction, broader introduction of modern 
achievements of scientific and technical progress, strictest observance of 
technological discipline, more effective use of technology and all supplies, 
and achievement of higher labor productivity. 


We will say frankly that not yet all political entities and party organiza- 
tions on the BAM make full use of the reserves and capabilities at their 
disposal. Not all steps have yet been taken to instil in soldiers a spirit 
of high discipline. The people must be indoctrinated skillfully and 
creatively in the best traditions of the BAM personnel. The question is 
how to preserve and safeguard for descendants most reliably everything they 
will be told about the exploit of the trailblazers. The first tent has 
been preserved in one of the military posts. The beginning of the construc- 
tion project is connected with it. The tirst construction soldiers came 
here on frosty nights and days to warm numb hands and write a letter to 
loved ones. The tent also was a place for an overnight rest, a mess hall 
and a club. Young soldiers now drop in. They look with emotion at the 
axe, dotted with autographs, which was used to cut the first clearing; or 
at the hammer which Pvt L. Smirnov used to drive the “silver” spike in the 
first section of the BAM route in the Eastern Sector; or at the little iron 
stove, a pennant, and a yellowed operational newss) et. 


It is said to be better to see one time than to hear a hundred times. The 
soldiers, though, have an opportunity both to see impressive relics and to 
hear the inspired word of the propagandist, writer or actor about the path 
covered by persons who already are old-cimers. All this leaves a deep 
impression in the soldier's consciousness and generates in him the desire 
to serve and work even better. 





The BAM is 5 years old. This is much and little. It is littie in number 
of years and much in their saturation with events. The route is making 
itself firmly at home and is making substantial corrections to the 
geography of the taiga territory. Newspapers recently published a curious 
bit of information on the birth rate in cities and settlements of the main 
line's builders. It turns out that the birth rate exceeds that planned by 
the demographers. There are now nurseries, kindergartens and schools in 
every populated point along the route. The average working age rose from 
22 years to 26 years since the day construction began. People are not 
leaving here, but are becoming firmly settled on Far East soil and starting 
families. That means the BAM is a road into the future, into our bright 
tomorrow. And there is no higher honor for military railroad workers than 
to build this future. The high praise which Comrade L. I. Brezhnev gave 
their selfless labor in his greeting to participants in the construction of 
the main line's Eastern Sector inspires the BAM soldiers to new glorious 


deeds for the sake of a further strengthening and flourishing of the Soviet 
Motherland. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1979 
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PARTY-PCLITICAL WORK ON LONG CRUISES DESCRIBED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russias No 14, Jul 79 signed to press 
4 Jul 79 pp 42-48 


[Article by Rear Adm Ya. Grechko from the practice of organizing party- 
political work on long cruises: “Problems of Training and Military Indoc- 
trination: The Navymen's Nautical Miles at Sea") 


[Text] The large guided-missile ship “Slavnyy” returned to home base not 
long ago from a long ocean cruise. The personnel of this outsta:.ding ship 
were initiators of socialist competition in the Twice Red Banner Baltic 
Fleet under the motto “Stand vigilantly on guard over the achievements of 
socialism and increase combat readiness and the level of military expertise 
in every possible way." Navymen of the "Slavnyy" are full of resolve to 
make the training year one of key military labor and effective struggle for 
further strengthening of discipline and efficiency. Their words are not 
deviating from their deeds. The crew honorably accomplished all operational 
training missions. The navymen's expertise rose, the cohesiveness and 
interworking of all stations increased, and the ship's state of combat 
training and combat readiness rose to a new level during the widespread 
socialist competition. 


Skillfully organized and effective party-political work became an important 
factor which provided the crew's success on the long ocean cruise. Ship's 
commander Capt 2d Rank G. Lyzhenkov and his political deputy, Capt 3d Rank 
V. Murzin, knowledgeabiy directed the work of party ard Komsomol members and 
vigorously mobilized the navymen for outstanding accomplishment of opera- 
tional training missions and unconditional fulfillment of socialist pledges. 
Their nearness to the people, constant contact with them, and a thorough 
delving into the personnel's training and service allowed them to uncover 
shortcomings efficiently and take steps to eliminate them. For example, 
when the officers’ activeness in competition let up in one phase of the 
long deployment, the party members sounded the alarm: What was wrong? it 
turned out that the element of competitiveness in the struggle for out- 
standing watch standing had been relegated to oblivion. The commander took 
steps. In particular, consideration began «o be given in summarizing 
results to the quality with which watch officers accomplished tasks of 
nautical astronomy. These and other steps gave the competition greater 
acuteness and concreteness, and they helped ensure wide publicity and 
comparability of its results. 





Party-political work at sea aboard the large ASW ship “Slevnyy™ was 
arranged in a close connection with operational training missions. For 
example, prior to missile firing for the record, party meubers of the 
missile and artillery department discussed their capabilities and reserves 
for outstanding mission performance at a regular meeting. The decision 
made there facilitated an increase in the sense of responsibility of CPSU 
members and candidate members, an improvement in the generalization and 
dissemination of foremost experience, and an increase in the state of 
training of missilemen and gunners. The crew performed the firing in out- 
standing fashion. 


The “Slavnyy's” long cruise reflects our Navy's present day. A stay at 

sea or in the ocean now is figured not in dass or weeks, but in months. 
Long deployments represent a good school for training and indoctrination 

of mavymen. They have become one of the important forms of combat training 
for personnel of submarines and surface ships. Broad opportunities are 
opened up for the moral-political and psychological conditioning of navymen 
in a deployment as nowhere else. Their tactical and special training is 
improved at sea. While deployed at any time of year and under all weather 
conditions, the navymen acquire such moral-combat qualities as steadfast- 
ness, endurance, and a capability for bold, decisive actions. Ship crews 
have to perform a large range of difficult operational training missions in 
areas remote from bases. All this places commanders, political entities, 
party activists and all party members face to face witi: the problem of 
further increasing the effectiveness of party-political work and of 
ideological-political indoctrination of personnel, and steadily implementing 
demands of the CPSU CC decree "On Further Improvement of Ideological and 
Political Indoctrination Work." 


Moral and physical loads on personnel increase on long deployments. A 
majority of navymen sreengaged in standing watches and in practice sessions, 
and they are in constant readiness for action. The separation from native 
soil and the climatic conditions have a significant effect on them. The 
role of constant, purposeful influence on each military person increases in 
such an atmosphere. Omissions in ideological-political work on long deploy- 
ments have an immediate effect on people's behavior. 


Unfortunately, there still are facts which show that sometimes the agitation- 
propaganda activities during a long ocean deployment are held without a 
close connection with the kind of missions the ship is accomplishing or 
what is happening in the departments. Such activities often touch insuffi- 
ciently on problems of morality, the cohesiveness of military collectives, 
or the strengthening of discipline, efficiency and order within them. At 
the same time, lectures, discussions, conferences, topical evenings and so 
on are effective when they enrich people in the ideological sense and affect 
their conduct, attitude toward service, state of discipline, and combat 
readiness. Such an approach is particularly important on a long deployment, 
where every activity must hit the target and have every possible effect on 
people's awareness and senses and, of course, on their acts and deeds. 





One of the central tasks of ideological work is to bring up navymen on ideas 
of Marxism-Leniniss. BSroad use is made of various forms of political 
studies and various mass agitation activities for the study and explanation 
of Marxist-Leninist theory and party policy o: long deployments. The most 
important role in this process is played by officers’ Marxist-Leninist 
training, warrant officer political studies and political classes held with 
seamen and petty officers. Special significance is attached to a thorough 
study by navymen of Lenin's ideclogical-theoretical heritage, decisions of 
the 25th CPSU Congress, decisions of subsequent CPSU CC plenums, and the 
works and speeches of Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev. A certain amount of experience 
has been gained in this respect aboard ships on ocean cruises. Positive 
results have been achieved in propaganda of the Soviet people's successes 

in building communism and in briefing personnel efficiently about events at 
home and abroad. The commanders and political officers ci ships on the 
ocean have good comments about political information material sent them 
daily by the Navy Political Directorate. 


No matter where Soviet ships ply their courses, the navymen's thoughts and 
feelings are connected inseparably with their native country. Every word 
about the Motherland and about events abroad are perceived with lively 
interest on a long cruise. Commanders, political entities, and party and 
Komsomol organizations constantly ensure that people are informed oppor- 
tunely about successes of the Soviet people in fulfilling goals of the 10th 
Five-Year Pian, about the military-political situation in deployment areas, 
and about foreign events. 


An important role is played by the ship's political deputy in increasing 
the effectiveness of party-political work on the ocean. He delves deeply 
into the work of party and Komsomol organizations and constantly directs 
their work, exerting a party influence on all aspects of the personnel's 
lives. CPSU CC Politburo Nember and USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. 
Ustinov, said that “if I were asked what the chief, primary quality is that 
political worker is called upon to possess, I would say first of all he 
must be a party member in the highest sense of this word. What always has 
distinguished and now distinguishes a political worker of our Army? Why is 
he highly esteemed and trusted and why do the soidier masses follow hia? 
Above ail, because of his very deep ideological conviction, high party 
spirit, honesty and example in everything; and ‘is close, informal tie 
with the personnel.” 


A majority of ship political officers honorably accomplish the missions 
facing them and fully possess the qualities of organizer, indoctrinator and 
leader. They do not conceive of their work without daily contact with the 
people. 


Let’s take for example Capt 2d Rank A. Penkin, deputy commander of the ASW 
cruiser “Kiev.” What is typical of his work? A thoughtful, attentive 
approach to each person; a thorough knowledge of the situation; high demands 
placed on himself and others; and the ability to influence people and 








mobilize them for successful accomplishment of operational training 
missions. No matter what the political worker is engaged in, he always 
thinks about people and shows concern for a differentiated approach to 
different categories of personnel. The political officer devotes much 
attention to working with officers and to the party and Komsomol activists. 
He patiently teaches them the ability to communicate with people and lead 
the masses. For example, a series of activities intended for commanders 
and for the party and Komsomol aktiv was held recently aboard the cruiser. 
They concerned the training and indoctrination of navymen in light of 
demands of decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress, decisions of subsequent 


CPSU CC plenums, and instructions given in Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's 
speeches. 


Capt 2d Rank Penkin as well as other leading political officers is distin- 
guished by an ability to analyze the facts of shipboard life, draw necessary 
conclusions from them, mobilize the people to accomplish missions facing 

che crews and direct their efforts in order to achieve the main goal. 
Operating hand in hand with commanders and relying on the assistance of 
party and Komsomol members, they have managed to achieve high effectiveness 
of party-political work. All this allows the crews to accomplish opera- 
tional training missions successfully with high marks. 


The political awareness and ideological conviction of the navymen are 
reflected vividly in the practical deeds, in performance of their official 
duties and in an increase in the ship's combat readiness. Comrade L. l. 
Brezhnev states that “the enormous efforts and physical expenditures of the 
people for outfitting the Army; the awareness, combat training and disci- 
pline of all military personnel; the art of command personnel in command 
and control,and much more, is concentrated in troop combat readiness as in a 
focal point. In the final account, this is the crown of troop combat exper- 
tise in peacetime and the key to victory in war." 


The ship's combat readiness is achieved through exemplary upkeep of ordnance 
and equipment, high special training of the personnel, their ability to 
make competent and complete use of the ship's combat might in any situation, 
a knowledge and precise fulfillment of the demands of regulations, instruc- 
tions and manuals, faultless discipline and execution, and the soldiers’ 
high political, moral and physical qualities. Party concern for the quality 
of combat training is displayed primarily in an imaginative approach to 
organizing the training and indoctrination work, in a constant improvement 
of class instructors’ methods expertise, in an irreconcilable struggle 
against indulgences and oversimplification in training, and so on. But it 
is necessary to single out from the numerous problems those very ones which 
are the primary ones under specific conditions. The art of party and 
Komsomol organizations lies in using the means and methods inherent only to 
them to exert influence on the level and quality of combat training. 


The crew of the large ASW ship "“Ochakov" is renowned for stable, high indi- 
cators in combat training. The ship bears the title of outstanding for the 








third year. While on a long deployment the crew successfully accomplished 
all operational training missions and rose to a new level of combat readi- 
ness. What determined this crew's success? Above all, the ability of the 
commander, political deputy and party committee to focus all attention on 
the decisive sector at a specific phase of training. Technical preparation 
was the primary element in that period. The ship's command element directed 
its efforts at seeing that seamen, petty officers, warrant officer and offi- 
cers had an outstanding knowledge of their entrusted ordnance and ship's 
design, and that they acquired practical skills from day to day in servicing 
the sophisticated shipboard equipment. A great deal of energy went for 
increasing group instructors’ methods expertise and the quality of special 
training, and for improving technical propaganda. In short, the time on the 
long deployment was used effectively here for improving the combat expertise 
of all crew members without exception. Exercises and practice sessions took 
place under near-combat conditions. 


The increase in the personnel's special training was facilitated by socialist 
competition organized precisely aboard the ship during which the ranks of 
otlichniki, rated specialists and masters of combat qualification multiplied. 
An attempt is made here to improve its organization and direct the navymen's 
creative activeness toward exemplary accomplishment of operational training 
missions, a bettering of the norms, destruction of targets at maximum range 
with the first missile, torpedo or projectile, and outstanding performance 

of underway watch. 


A tradition has formed aboard the foremost ship, as it has, by the way, on 
others, to make socialist pledges prior to each deployment, to struggle 
persistently for their unconditional fulfillment and to assess what has been 
achieved in a self-critical manner. All this facilitates the effectiveness 
of combat training at sea. 


Purposefulness, concreteness and efficiency are necessary conditions for the 
effectiveness of party-political work. Unfortunately, it also happens that 
some political entities and party organizations do not always give suffi- 
ciently ful] consideration on a long deployment to the specific nature of 
the missions, deployment conditions, or level of personnel training. Some 
political officers conduct many activities at the ship level, but sometimes 
pass up opportunities for working in departments and groups, make no attempt 
to turn the subunits into centers of political indoctrination work, and show 
no concern for strengthening party organizations there. 


For example, serious shortcomings were singled out aboard the cruiser 
"Dzerzhinskiy." Many activities are held here, but proper attention is not 
given to work in the subunits and there is poor individual indoctrination 

of navymen. Party members, and political officers above all, take a shallow 
look at process *€ socialist development and the teamwork of subunits. 
They do not give ful. consideration to those changes which occur in the life 
of lower-level collect. ‘es and in the training level of the crew. And so 
all this leads to unexpect. (1 "random occurrences." 





Party-political work primarily is work with people. A ship's crew consists 
of navymen who possess different characters and habits and who have varying 
horizons. It is the political officer's calling to take account of these 
features, influence each person skillfully and direct his efforts toward 
conscientious service. The importance of individual work grows immeasurably 
on a long cruise. ing far from native shores, sometimes having no news 
from shore for a long period of time, and experiencing great physical and 
moral~psychological loads, the people need concern and attention. Neglect 
of this leads to unpleasantness. 


In mentioning shortcomings in individual work, we also cannot fail to point 
out that some political officers and party leaders do not always conduct it 
purposefully. Some comrades reduce this work to a purely outward familiar- 
ization. They chat with a person, learn his background, ask how he is get- 
ting along and performing official duties, and that's it. But this is far 
from sufficient. To study a person genuinely means to know him thoroughly, 
know his past and present, his cheracter traits, his interests and hobbies, 
habits and inclinations, and his strong and weak points. It stands to 
reason that a comprehensive knowledge of a person is not an end in itself. 
It is necessary to determine properly the forms and methods of a soldier's 
indoctrination, intervene in his conduct in time, and prevent mistakes and 
omissions in official activities. The high discipline of a ship's collec- 
tive is ensured to a decisive extent by the coordinated efforts of the 
commander, poiitical deputy, and party and Komsomol organizations. A great 
responsibility rests on party members as the cementing force of the collec- 
tive. By using methods of party work, and primarily persuasion, they are 
called upon to help people thoroughly understand military duty, learn the 
essence and importance of military discipline, and perform service at the 
battle station in an exemplary manner. It is their duty to conduct constant 
explanatory work among navymen, know their moods, offer intelligent advice 
and exert a friendly influence on them. Where the party members and, in 
emulating them, the Komsomol members, display an interested approach to 
matters and high exactingness toward themselves and coworkers, there is 
greater success and more order. 


Deployment in various parts of the World Ocean--the northern latitudes or in 
the tropics--requires an individual, differentiated approach to people. Navy- 
men on a long deployment are affected not only by the separation from native 
shores, but also by the external environment and the way of life in ports to 
which the ships pay calls. Difficulties of life on a cruise often are inten- 
sified by a hot climate or stormy weather. At such moments the commander, 
political officer and party members are obligated to reinforce indoctrina- 
tional work, and primarily with young navymen. A sincere word and personal 
example exert beneficial influence in this situation. 


The crew of a large ASW ship was accomplishing an operational training 
mission far from native shores. A bad storm began. That night no one could 
fall asleep in the cabins, even those who returned from an exhausting watch. 
The commander addressed all personnel over the ship's internal operational 
broadcast system in those difficult hours of deployment. 














“Comrade navymen,” came his confident voice. "Even in these difficult, 
stormy conditions we have no right to take shelter or cease performing the 
operational training mission. I along with the crew have had more than one 
occasion aboard this ship to do battle with the elements. And we always 
came out the winners. I have faith in the might of our ship, but most of 
all I have faith in you, dear comrades. There are no elements which can 
break us." 


Party members continued the discussion at battle stations. And the navymen 
took heart and began to operate more confidently. The mission assigned 
them was fulfilled successfully. 


Life confirms that the longer a crew is at sea, the more actively and 
effectively party-political work must be conducted. The fact is that 

people begin to become accustomed to the situation and display passiveness. 
Some of them lose interest in classes and practice sessions. It is important 
for party members to take account of all this and for them to seek out and 
find new forms of influence on the personnel. For example, hold a confiden- 
tial talk with some, arrange to transmit the voices of loved ones over the 
internal broadcast system for others, and so on. 

I recall an instance aboard the large ASW ship "Strogiy."” When gaps were 
discovered in discipline and they began to look into their reasons, it was 
learned that one of them was the indifference of some party members. This 
became possible because the party organization did not display high exact- 
ingness or high demands. Ail this was told to the ship's party members. A 
fundamental discussion was held about the honor and dignity of the party 
member and about his obligations. The steps soon taken a! lowed elimination 
of the shortcomings. 


The role of party organizations on long deployments rose immeasurably in 
connection with the growing complication of missions facing the ships and 
the responsibility placed on party members for the state of affairs aboard 
ship. The November (1978) CPSU CC Plenum emphasized the need to increase 
the combat effectiveness of all party elements and the leading role of 
party members. Under present-day conditions the party is struggling to 
increase the activeness and personal responsibility of cadres for success- 
ful accomplishment of missions and for ensuring precise, effective super- 
vision over the execution of decisions. 


The past years were noteworthy for the further strengthening of party 
organizations aboard ships departing for long ocean cruises, for the growth 
in the ranks of shipboard party organizations, and for their active 
influence on all spheres of deployment life. The party members’ harmonious, 
concerted work, with their personal example as a basis, ensures stable 
successes for the crews. The leading role of party members, particularly 
managers, shows up most of all where an atmosphere of mutual exactingness 
and demands has been created and where such forms of work as periodic 
hearings of reports by CPSU members and candidate members at the party 
bureau or meeting and individual interviews with those who have reduced 
efforts in training and service have firmly entered practice. That is just 
how the party organization proceeds aboard the nuclear-powered strategic 








submarine "60 let Velikogo Oktyabrya," where the personnel initiated 
socialist competition in the Navy. There is constant concern here that ail 
party members without exception serve as an example in combat and political 
training, in performance of service and in fulfilling socialist pledges; 
and that they master ordnance and equipment expertly. And it must be said 
that the ship's party members are an example for the entire crew. They 
actively help the commander accomplish operational training missions. The 
Ship holds one of the first places in socialist competition in the Fleet. 


Party organizations of other ships as well also are the nucleus of military 
collectives. Operating in a harmonious manner and in close unity with the 
commanders, they seek to achieve successful accomplishment of missions 
facing the personnel on a long deployment through common efforts. Stead- 
fastly implementing party policy and being guided by the new CPSU CC decree 
"On Further Improvement of Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work," 
the party organizations knowledgeably and actively influence all aspects of 
the life and work of the ship's crew, boldly uncover deficiencies in the 
training and indoctrination process, and assist commanders in taking timely 
steps to eliminate them. 


They indoctrinate party members who are managers in a spirit of high exact- 
ingness and a self-critical approach to assessing their own work and that of 
subordinates. They struggle decisively against oversimplification and 
indulgences, and against an attempt to embellish the state of affairs aboard 
the ship. Party organizations also are not reconciled with shortcomings in 
the organization of socialist competitior or in its management. Party 
members direct the efforts of competitors toward ensuring a high degree of 
training for military personnel, exemplary upkeep and effective use of 
ordnance and equipment, and development of combat cohesiveness by stations, 
teams and subunits. 


Contests for the title of best specialist, best battle station, best team, 
best watch and best section are widely practiced aboard ships. Such remark- 
able initiatives as "An outstanding result for each day of deployment,” “Hit 
targets at maximum range with the first launch, round or pass" and others 
have originated on long ocean deployments. The movement for foremost ship, 
force and fleet is of great importance. A number of ships on deployment 
regularly keep graphs, and pictures of competition are produced which allow 
showing graphically how the navymen are working. By developing the spirit 
of competitiveness commanders, political entities, and the party and Komsomol 
organizations see to it that an atmosphere of comradely mutual assistance, 
respect, and troop friendship reigns in the military collectives. 


During the strenuous days of summer combat training, all organizational and 
mass political work is aimed at successful accomplishment of missions 
assigned for the summer training period, honorable fulfillment of socialist 


pledges and, on this basis, an elevation in professional training, in the 
personnel's efficiency and discipline, and in the combat readiness of ships 
and units. 
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State Prize Winner: 
[text] 


Ei ircraft equipment incorporating all the 

achievements of scientific and technical 
progress has broad development prospects, 
primarily along the line of increasing flying 
speed, altitude and range. During the tast three 
decades the speed has increased by 300 per 
cent, altitude by 150-200 per cent and range 
by 50-100 per cent. Today aircraft speeds 
exceed that of sound (more than 3,000 km/h), 
the ceiling has gone up to more than 30,000 m 
and flying range has reached many thousands 
of kilometres. 


Such a leap has become possible owing to 
the deep theoretical and experimental re- 
search carried out by scientists in different 
countries. The problem of breaking the sound 
barrier was one of the main obstacles to inc- 
reasing flying speed. It was solved due to the 
achievements in high-speed aerodynamics, a 
science whose foundations were laid by S. A. 
Chaplygin,* an outstanding Soviet scientist. 





*S A. Chaplygin (1969-1942), «@ Soviet scientist in the 
field of aerodynamics and hydrodynamics, Academician, Hero 
of Socialist Labour. Meaded the Central Aerohyérodynamic 


institute 


“Aircraft Equipment and Its Development Prospects"/ 


No smal! part was played by modern turbojet 
engines capable of developing an immense 
thrust with small weight and fuel consumption. 
Works by Soviet designers A. M. Lyulka, A. A. 
Mikulin, S. K. Tumansky, B. S. Stechkin and 
others helped to find the most rational combi- 
nation of a modern power plant with the aero- 
dynamics and design of a flying vehicle. 


Speeds three times higher than that of sound 
have been achieved largely due to the use of 
a new aerodynamic configuration and a thin- 
section wing. The wing and the tail unit be- 
came highly swept back (more than 70 per 
cent), triangular in shape. The fuselage too has 
undergone considerable changes, specifically, 
it became much longer. 


However, use of swept-back  thin-section 
wings faced aviation with quite a few difficul- 
ties. Such wings have poor lift qualities at low 
flying speeds, which leads to higher lending 
speeds and longer take-off run. This called for 
longer runways and, consequently, for higher 
expenditure on the construction of aerodromes. 
Besides, the terrain did not always allow run- 
ways to be lengthened. Therefore, emphasis 














was laid on building flying vehicles not requir- 
ing large aerodromes, e.g. helicopters — ver- 
tical take-off and landing (VTOL) machines. 


Simultaneously, the designers sought to in- 
crease the lift of supersonic planes of old aero- 
dynamic configurations. This resulted in the va- 
riable-sweep wing with the maximum sweep 
at minimum length and high speed. Moderate 
sweep at low speeds ensures increased lift and 
flying range. 


The designers have not given up the fixed 
wing either, for its mass is less than that of the 
variable-sweep wing. They have sought and 
continue to seek means of increasing the lift 
during take-off, landing and other flight condi- 
tions. Various high-lift devices, e.g. flaps, 
drooping ailerons, deceleration flaps and spoi- 
lers, allow airplanes’ lift-to-drag (LD) ratio to 
be improved. Controlling the lift makes it pos- 
sible to improve the plane's manoeuvrability 
considerably. 


The creation of VTOL aircraft signified the 
birth of a new trend in the development of 
aviation. The idea of such a vehicle was sug- 
gested by accelerators, catapult launchers and 
other devices used in planes of conventional 
configurations. Take-off without or with a short 
run (up to 100-300 m) permits airplanes, just 
like helicopters, to be based without aerodro- 
mes. 


The fact that VTOL airplanes have become a 
reality does not mean that all the problems of 
their design and operation have been solved. 
They require light but fairly powerful propul- 
sion systems and lighter materials in the making 
of the airplane proper. To ensure low-speed 
horizontai stability for such a machine use had 
to be made of gas-dynamic control. Runway 
surface erosion proved quite a problem too: 
the propulsion jet throws sand, small stones, 
lumps of snow and soil into the air intakes, 


causing damage to compressor and turbine 
blades. 


The sound barrier problem has leng been 
solved. Today the so-called temperature bar- 
rier is the main obstacle for increasing Hying 


speeds, especially in dense atmospheric layers. 
The solution of this problem depends on the 
use of heat-resistant materials to preclude 
overheating of the airplane parts, rather than 
on the airframe configuration. One of the chief 
methods of further increasing flying speeds is 
to use heat-resistant structural materials (tite 
nium, special steels) instead of the previously 
used alloys. Other methods of thermal protec- 
tion of surfaces, such as shield-vacuum insula- 
tion and screening are not excluded either. 


In the future high-altitude hypersonic planes 
are most likely fo appear. These planes will re- 
quire not a conventional fuel but hydrogen or 
a similar one. The problem depends on the so- 
lution of numerous questions connected with 
the use of hydrogen not only for the plane's 
power plant, but also for the ground equip- 
ment. Another way of protecting the plane's 
structure from overheating is to increase the 
flight altitude. Whereas modern supersonic ma- 
chines fly at an altitude of 28-30 km, the ceiling 
of hypersonic vehicles will exceed 50 km. 


Scientists and designers are seeking new 
methods for increasing flying range. As regards 
the prospects of subsonic passenger and trans- 
port planes, the problem can be solved by 
sucking the boundary layer off the wing, which 
is likely to give a 15-20 per cent gain in the 
L/D ratio. 


Enormous speeds and flights in complicated 
meteorological conditions have posed the pro- 
blem of automatic flight control, which entails 
the solution of a number of other questions. 


Modern combat airplanes are provided with 
the most up-to-date automatic navigation and 
sighting equipment, radio and infrared devices 
and radar, which make up on-board flight-con- 
trol and navigation complexes based on an on- 
board digital computer. This computer proces- 
ses signals coming from different sensors and 
produces control commands on the basis of the 
preset flying programme. 


The on-board computer has the same volume 
of information and can process it at the same 
rate as conventional industrial computers. 








The very specifics of a supersonic flight 
presuppose a high ceagree of automation in 
controlling the airplane at all stages. Modern 
automatic contro! systems make it possible to 
fly a machine on an assigned route, perform 
the necessary vertical or horizontal manceuv- 
res, aporoach a target, use weapons and re- 
turn to home or alternate aerodrome. 


Numerous instruments and devices installed 
in aircraft have ied to the development of on- 
board automatic power supply systems with a 
power of over 500,000 W. Thus, a modern flying 
vehicle is a highly mechanised, automated, elec- 
trified and well-ermed machine. 


The development of aviation as a whole is 
closely connected with the development of 
ércralt engines. At the present time gas-tur- 
bine plants are given preference. During the 
last decades scientisis’ and designers’ efforts 
have been concentrated on increasing their 
power on the one hand, and reducing their 
mass and overall dimensions and fue! consump- 
tion on the other. As compared with engines of 
other types, gas-turbine plants are easy to ser- 
vice and highly reliable in operation, which is 
largely due to rotary motion being exclusively 
used. Their compressors and gas turbines are 
being constantly modernised; besides, using 
the two-circuit principle has allowed a reduc- 
tion in fuel consumption of modern transport 
planes. In developing a gas turbine, to raise 
the maximum cycle temperature is the chief 


goel; this temperature is in turn determined 
by the development of the methods of cooling 
the turbine bledes, which must be highly resis- 
tant to thermal! fatigue. 

The specifics of aircraft engine development 
consists in that “pure” turbojet, turboprop and 
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remjet power plents are being replaced by 
combined installations. Improvement of mo- 
dern power plants presupposes reduction of 
the specific fuel consumption in all flight con- 
ditions and of engine mass ratio, end increase in 
the maximum thrust. 


Lately, verieble-cycle engines have been gi- 
ven a great deal of attention. Provision has 
been made for adjustment of the fan and high- 
pressure compressor inlet areas, quide vane 
assembly and turbine areas, and passages in 
both circuits. This is necessary fo ensure maxi- 
mum useful work, which is the difference bet- 
ween the work performed by the turbine and 
thet required to rotate the compressor. 


In the near future great flying ranges in orbi- 
fal or suborbital flights with a normal airplane 
landing are most likely to be attained. 


Soviet aircraft equipment will be further im- 
proved in respect of both aerodynamic proper- 
ties and weight. Power plants, whose potentia- 
lities are far from being exhausted, will also be 
perfected. Much is yet to be done in the field 
of automated control of a flying vehicle to fa- 
cilitate the crew's work and ensure the aircraft's 
high reliability. 
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[fext/ 


~* @ing part of the logistical system of the 
. USSR Armed Forces the Air Force Logis- 
tics belongs organically to the Air Force and is 
designed to provide logistical, airfield engi- 
neering, airfield maintenance, technical and me- 
dice! support of air units and formations. It 
includes administrative and logistic agencies 
and institutions holding stores of material sup- 
plies. 

The organisational structure of the logistical 
units and their equipment are closely connected 
with the development of aeronautical science 
and engineering, the quantitative and que- 
litative changes of aviation and the methods of 
its combat use. As the Air Force developed 
special logistical units were formed to provide 
logistical and airfield maintenance for units and 
formations. The airfield engineer service took 
shape, logistical supply and control agencies 
were reorganised, and the organisational and 
operational problems of the logistics during 
military operations were solved on a scientific 
basis. 

It must be admitted that the Air Force logis- 
tical structure which hed teken shape by the 


beginning of 1941 failed to meet all the require. 
ments of mobile warfare. So the problem of fur. 
ther developing and improving the Air Force 
Logistics became an item on the agenda of 
the Communist Party Centra! Committee and 
the Soviet Government. The task was set fo 
elaborate a new logistical structure of the Air 


ver 


Force in order to ensure its high combat readi. 
ness and manoeuvrability both in peace- and 
war-time. 


The new logistical structure developed was 
a step forward. However, work to improve it 
was still in progress when the Great Patriotic 
War (1941-45) broke out. That is why it had 
to be completed in the course of hostilities. 


By the end of 1941! a streamlined system of 
logistical agencies, units and formations had 
been created. Being flexible, economic and 
highly effective, this system made it possible to 
cerry out an immense amount of work in all 
kinds of logistical support of the Air Force in 
combat operations. Suffice it to say that dur- 
ing the war the Air Force logistical system gave 
support to nearly 4 million sorties, delivered 
close on 31 million aerial bombs, more than 
1,600 thousand tons of fuel and built, recons- 
tructed or restored several thousand airfields. 


During the war a wealth of experience was 
accumulated in high-speed construction of air- 
fields, ensuring the movement of air forces ac- 
companying advancing troops and in providing 
logistical, airfield maintenance and other kinds 
of services in a complicated combat situation. 


Even today this experience has not lost its 
value. That is why all the logistical personne! 
of the Air Force including commanders, staff 
officers, political workers are studying it tho- 
roughly. They adopt an original approach fo its 








use, with due consideration for the changes that 
have taken plece in the Air Force in recent 


years. 


The postwar development of the Air Force 
logistical system was determined by the ad- 
vent of jet-propelled aviation. New types of 
aircraft, missile armament, air units and forma- 
tions of new structures demanded the re-equip- 
ment of the Air Force Logistics, the use of new 


Pre-flight preparation inciuding a thoroug) 
check of complicated electronic equipment 
plays an increasingly importent role in the ser- 
vicing of flight operations. To carry out this 
work, technical servicing ai units are provided 
with intricate machines, mechanisms and instal- 
lations most of which form, as a matter of fact, 
@ single whole with the olene or helicopter 
when in operation. Should this special equip- 
ment be out of order, or contaminated, its use 





methods for building and maintaining airfields 
and so on. 

The main principles underlying the Air Force 
logistical structure were subsequently improved 
on. 


In mid-1970s a new qualitative leap was ob- 
served in the development of the Air Force. 
Soviet aviation began to be equipped with the 


latest supersonic aircraft, powerful bombing, 
missile and cannon armament and with the most 
up-to-date electronic equipment. Naturally, 
such a rapid development of the Aijr Force 
could not but substantially change its logistical 
system. 


The complicated and diverse tasks confront- 
ing tie Air Force Logistics embrace preparation 
and meintenarce of airfields, logistical and 
technical cuzport of flights, provision of food 
and persone! services for the flying personnel, 
transportation of material supplies and equip- 
ment. But this is a far from being a complete 
list of its missions. 


Nowadays, especially high demands are 
made on airfield construction. A modern air- 
field is a complex of specially equipped 
grounds and installations intended for aircraft 
take-off and landing and for the accommodation 
atid maintenance of planes and other flying ve- 
hicles. Such an airfield must also serve as a lo- 
gistical base of air units. To keep it in a state 
of combat readiness, considerable work and 
expenditure are required of the logistical spe- 
cialists both during repair and restoration of 
the airfield and during its operation 


Particular attention is paid to the condition 
of runways, taxiways and parking places which 
mus! be kept clean. The condition of their pav- 
ed surfaces is checked regularly. Constant care 
of airtield pavements and their timely repair 


enable the logistical specialists to keep them in 
consiant readiness for use. 


may cause the failure of or damage to the avia- 


tion equipment. To exclude flying accidents and 
ensure high-quality flights, the ground main- 
tenance equipment must be highly reliable in 
operation. This can be achieved only if this 


equipment is checked regularly for perfect con- 


dition, if its scheduled maintenance is carried 
out as specified and if it is operated by highly 


Qualified specialists. 


Substantial changes have taken place in the 
logistical support of the Air Force as well. For 
instance, the fue! and lubricants supply service. 
In modern conditions the Air Force consumes 
an exceptionally great amount of fuel. Natu- 
rally, timely meeting of these requirements is 
possible only thanks to the substantially im- 
proved equipment and enhenced capabilities of 
the logistics, the complete renewal! of mobile 
refuelling and fuel transportation equipment 
and also thanks to extensive use of airfield 
central. ~d systems. 


The functions of the Air Force Logistics in 
storing material supplies have also become 
more complicated. The logistical service has 
changed over from pure warehousing to engi- 
neer preservation of stores, labour consuming 
scheduled maintenance of missiles and regular 
inspections. Handling operations ere now car- 
ried ou! by means of a wide range of mechani- 
cal equipment 


The list of these versatile activities of the lo- 
gistics could be prolonged. But what has been 
said is enough to show its ever growing role in 
the solution of problems facing the Air Force at 
the modern stage of development. 
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foitcel system is an objective i 
must be reckoned with by commanders at all 
levels. The Air Force Logistics Command clo- 
sely watch changes in military science, the de- 
velopment of aviation equipment and the 
methods of its combat use, making all the ne- 
cessary corrections in the theory and practice 
of servicing the Air Force. 

The socialist emulation movement plays an 
important role in improving the creative acti- 
vity of the logistical personnel and polishing 
up their professional skill. 


Party-political work purposefully performed 
by commanders, political workers, Party and 
Komsomol organisations is a reliable means 
helping the logistical service to cope better 
with its tasks. It is tied in with the missions as- 
signed and conducted with resourcefulness and 
energy. Well-organised Party-political work 
contributes to faultless supply of air units with 
all they need, helps to achieve high results in 
combat training and political education of logis- 
tical personnel and in strengthening their dis- 
cipline. 


"Soviet Military Review," No 8, 1979 
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[fext/] ~) ursuit 1s one of the methods of offensive 
Ss operations. Its purpose is to prevent the 
enemy from withdrawing in en orgenised man- 
rer and consolidating on edventageous de- 
tence lines. 

The conditions for pursuit are created not 
only in the course of the offensive but also 
when the outcome of @ meeting engegement is 
unlavourable for the enemy end also as a re- 
sult of his deliberate withdrawal. 

A battelion can pursue « withdrawing enemy 
either from the front or in a perallel direction. 
lt is most advantageous to cerry out pursuit pa- 
rallel to the enemy's withdrawal route. This 
makes it possible to deliver surprise blows 
from the flanks and the reer, to forestall the 
enemy in occupying importent lines, roed 
punchons, crossings 

if the situation and terrain do not silow @ 
manoeuvre for a purpose of reaching routes 
parcile! to the enemy movement, pursuit is 
conducted from the front. in this case the 
enemy gets the possibility to redeploy his for- 
ces, fo prepare new defence positions in his 
rear and to hold them firmly later on. Subunits 
pursuing en enemy should operate in such a 
situation couregeously, resolutely splitting the 
enemy's forces and destroying him by parts 
before he maneges to meke use of en edven- 
lageous defence line 

The choice of the method of pursuit depends 
on the concrete situation, mainly on the che- 
recter of enemy actions and on terrain condi- 
tons. 








without an order from the senior a 
Uninterrupted, active reconnaissance 
enemy preparation for withdrawal to be detect- 
ed in good time. Evidences of such prepare- 
be the following: intensification of all 
fire by the enemy, increased air acti- 
ivisation of reconnaissance, particularly 
anks; movement of artillery to the rear; 
ion of engineer works and prepare- 
ition of important objectives in 
of the defences; counteraitacks car- 
ied out by small subunits; inning of with- 
y tear subunits; advance of reserves 
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In his decision the CO defines the concep! 
of actions (when .-4 how to destroy, which 
enemy, in what sequence, direction and me- 
thods of pursuit), combat missions for the sub- 
units, ways of cooperation end organisation 
of control. 

Combat missions ere conveyed to the sub- 
units usually by redio by the battalion CO 
personally and through the steff in the course 
of an already begun pursuit. 

As a rule, @ battalion is assigned an initial 
mission and a direction of further pursuit. If a 
battalion pursues the enemy from the front, its 
Mission May Consist in routing the covering for- 
ces and capturing a line ensuring further deve- 
lopment of the pursuit. If a battalion pursues 
the enemy in « parelle! direction its mission 
will be to cut off the main enemy forces’ route 
of withdrawal and to destroy them in coopere- 
tion with the neighbours. 

Usually pursuit begins from the front. There- 
fore the battalion destroys first of all the co- 
vering forces. First they are bomberded by 
artillery, morters and tenks and then the bat- 
talon rapidly attacks the covering forces on 
the front end flanks, breaks through into the 
depth, strikes at the mein forces to split them 
up end ditorgenise their deliberate with- 
crawel 

Pursuit begins in the initial battle formation 
After the covering forces have been destroyed 


the battalion closes up into prebetile forme- 
tion 
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-{ S.teoton at 1710 brs of January 20 


-{ S$ teation at 1700 hrs on danwary 20 








When pursuing the enemy from the front, the 
betialion CO closes up the battalion into «@ 
march column at the first Opportunity and re 
pidly outflanks the enemy on « parallel route 
to approech his flenks and rear. He sends an 
advance party consisting of @ reinforced com- 
peny for the purpose of destroying small enemy 
groups end ambushes. If the battalion hes be- 
gun perailel pursuit it destroys the covering 
forces, closes up into a march column and fol- 
lows the merch route peraliel to the enemy 
withdrawal. 

Heving detected a withdrawing column the 
battahon endeavours to epproech ifs flank 
undetected ana make « surprise fire on if in 
cooperation wih the newghbours acting from 
other directions and then destroy if in @ wd- 
den cherge. in parallel pursuit a stronger cover- 
ing force is sent in the direction of the threa- 
tened flank and an advance party in the direc- 
tion of movement. 

The withdrawing enemy tries to hold up the 
advance of the pursuing subunits on advente- 
geous lines. Therefore the battalion often clo- 
ses up from battle into prebettle formation and 
vice verte 

In the process of oursu:t the baftalon can ac! 
in olahon from the mein forces as an advanced 
detachment. in tha case @ carries out @ raped 
manoeuvre in order to cepture as quictly as 


possible any line where the enemy is trying to 
organise defences with the withdrawing sub- 
units and reserves. Besides, the advanced de- 
tachment can be assigned the mission to cap- 
ture and hold a crossing, a road junction or a 
mountain pess. 

Daring and resolute actions of the reconneis- 
sance subunits ere of paramount importance. 
Their mission is to forestall the enemy in ap- 
proeching roed junctions, crossings, mountain 
passes, to disorganise his withdrawal, raise 
penic. Continuous reconnaissance on the 
fienks, constant mamntenance of communication 
with neighbours make it possble to avoid a 
surprise encounter with the enemy. The pursu- 
ing subunits must be ready |» carry out @ meet- 
ING engegement, to overcome defence lines 
and to force weter barriers on the move. 


if the enemy manages to break loose from 
the pursuing subunits and to teke up defence 
powtons on an intermediate line, the battalion 
CO orgenwses its breakthrough on the move. 
The subunits meking wide use of turning and 
enveloping movements breach the delenes 
on the move and continue to edvance. 


it offen happens that the flanks of the pursu- 
ing battalion are uncovered. Thet « why pro- 
tection of the flanks is one of the battalion 
CO's most important missions. For this purpose 











he sends out reconnaissance and security ele- 
ments in the threatened direction. 


During pursuit the artillery fot!ows the batta- 
ton and by firing at road junctions, defiles, 
bridges and other objectives hampers the ene- 
my’s withdrawal, inflicts losses on him, prevents 
him from taking up and orgenising defences on 
intermediate lines and bringing up reserves. 


While withdrawing, the enemy mines the 
ground, roads, bridges, etc. Therefore the bat- 
talion CO insrructs subunits of combat engi- 
neers to make lanes quickly through obstacles, 
organising detours of demolished sections of 
the route, and to mine the enemy withdrawal 
routes. 

if pursuit is carried out during the night, the 
actions of smal! subunits prove to be most ef- 
fective. Their daring and resolute blows at the 
flanks and in the rear have a strong psycholo- 
gical influence upon the enemy, making his or- 
ganised withdrawal difficult. The limited visi- 
bility helps the subunits to capture road junc- 
tions, bridges, passes and other important ob- 
jectives in the enemy rear and to organise am- 
bushes on withdrawal routes. 


To ensure support of nighi actions the enemy 
can use radar and infrared devices. It is there- 
fore important for the battalion's subunits to 
use the camouflaging features of the terrain and 
also to find and destroy enemy radio equip- 
ment. 

The battalion CO controls his subunits by ra- 
dio and mobile communication means. Timely 
information, quick estimation of the situation, 
precise assignment of missions, resourcefulness, 
initiative and resolve play an important role in 
firm and continuous control. 

Let us follow the actions of the 2nd Mts Inf 
Bn in pursuit of a withdrawing “enemy.” 


The “enemy” having lost the position of re- 
serves began to withdraw to a new line. The 
battalion's platoons and companies started pur- 
suit (see Sketch) 

The 2nd Mis Inf Bn with the Ist Tk Coy, an 
artillery battery and a platoon of combat engi- 
neers was assigned the following mission: “As 
part of the main forces of the unit pursue the 
‘enemy’ from the line: barrow 5-separate hou- 
ses 1.5 km East of Hi!! 120.5 (not indicated on 
the sketch) in the direction Hill 120.5-Do!. 
gaya Wood end prevent him from disengaging 
and consolidating on intermediate lines.” 

The battalion CO having 
tion and assessed the situation took a decision 
His intention came to pursu.t of the “enemy” 
from the front in the specified direction, neutra- 
lisation of the “enemy” covering forces by ar- 


sssertained the mis- 
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tillery and mortar fire on Hill 120.5 and com- 
plete destruction of the “enemy” by a blow of 
the main battalion forces from the flank and the 
rear. Subsequently to carry cut the assigned 
mission having a reinforced company as an ad- 
vanced party in front. 

Aiter that the Bn CO assigned missions to 
the subunits on the move and simultaneously 
géve instructions on cooperation. By that time 
the battalion's subunits had approached Hill 
120.5. The “enemy” opened up intensive artil- 
lery and mortar fire from the Smirnovka area 
and machine-gun fire from the eastern slopes 
of Hill 120.5. It became clear for the Bn CO that 
the “enemy” was trying to bar the advance of 
the battalion and to give his own subunits the 
possibility to withdraw to a new line in an orga- 
nised manner. To fulfil the assigned missions the 
4th Mts Inf Coy in cooperation with the 1st Tk 
Coy began to envelop the Hill from the North, 
while the Sth Mts Inf Coy, lecving one platoon 
in front of the “enemy” defences, began to en- 
velop him irom the South. With the support of 
artillery fire the battalion's subunits destroyed 
the “enemy” covering force up to a company 
strong and continued the pursuit. 

The remains of the “enemy” subunits with- 
drew hastily in the direction: Hill 120.5-Smir- 
novka. The battalion having closed up into a 
march column continued to pursue the “ene- 
my,” sending forward en edvance party consist- 
ing of the Sth Mts Inf Coy with a tank platoon 
and a section of combat engineers. For two 
hours the battalion successfully engaged the 
withdrawing “enemy” subunits but then met 
organised “enemy” resistance on the eastern 
outskirts of Smirnovka. Reconnaissance establi- 
shed that the “enemy” hed captured this inha- 
bited locality by means of reserves brought up 
from the rear and had firmly consolidated in it. 
Fierce fighting ensued, lasting till the arrival of 
the neighbour on the right — the 3rd Mts Inf 
Bn. This delivered a blow at the “enemy” flank. 
By joint efforts they captured Smirnovka. The 
2nd Mts Inf Bn, having closed up into a column, 
began to pursue the remains of the “enemy” 
subunits along «4 parallel route (the Smirnov- 
ka-Sizovo road), so as to forestall them in 
taking up the previously prepared line: Hill 
135.6-Dolgaya Wood-Sizovo. 

By blows at the flank the battalion destroyed 
several “enemy” groups and approached Si- 
zovo when it grew dark. 

Using various methods of pursuit the batte- 
lion did not allow the “enemy” to consolidate 
on intermediate lines or to withdraw in an or- 
deriy manner to previously organised defence 
positions 


atv , LY iy. 





NAVAL TRAINING AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 
Duties of Ship Commanders Discussed 
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[Acticl oy Rear Adm G. Kostev, Candidate of Naval Sciences, Assitant 
Professor: "Ship's CO", 
Scientific and technological progress hinging on auto- 

mation and overall mechanisation has considerably in- 

fluenced the construction of ships, their equipment and 

armaments, thereby bringing ebout changes in the che- 

racter of the activity of all personnel, above all of 

ships’ commanding officers. This influence has elso 

manifested itself in ship control which is now exercised 

by means of new equipment. 


Until very recently the command station (CS) was lo- 
cated on the bridge, while on large surface ships and 
on submarines it was 'oceted in the conning tower, its 
technical equipment made it possible to supply the 
commanding officer with only some of the information 
and current data from the peripheral instruments in- 
stalled on the bridge and in the conning tower. More- 
over, he practicaiy @ ways observed the enemy per- 
sonally, saw the enemy's manoeuvre and baitle forma- 
tion, and made his decisions on this basis. His deci- 
sions were most commonly based on his personal esti- 
mate of the situation and he chose a standard, already 
worked-out variant of action. All this took up a good 
dea of time. The estimate of the situation by sight was 
not always objective, the calculations were approximate 
and were specified during the menoeuvre, attack or 
battle 

Modern ships have chenged a great deal. The CS is 
now eauipped with a great number of instruments which 
form o sing'e complex for handling the ship, its systems 
and weapons. For exemple, on nuclear submarines such 


@comoles at the commend station unites five main sys 


fems of contre e of the sh p, the weapons, the power 
plant, means of quidance and communication, mecha- 
nisms and systerns maictaining normal hebitability in the 


cory ? i *; 








Ship control has become unthinkable without comple:- 
es of automatic control systems (ACS), electronic compu- 
ters (EC) and various other computers and control sys- 
tems which can process the iniormation in good time and 
practically unerringly and make the necessary calcula- 
tions. These complexes make it possible to collect infor- 
mation from radar and sonar stations, navigation systems 
and other sources, analyse it, prepare data for making 
decisions and transmit it to selected systems of the ship, 
weapons and equipment. 

Even a brief consideration of the potentialities of the 
CS of a mcdern ship shows how the character of a 
commander's activities has changed. Today, with the 
highly dynamic naval action he estimates the manoe- 


uvre, the ellectiveness of his weapons, the enemy's 
counteraction and, lastly, the tactical movements and 
methods of his ship’s action by means of ACS. Ali- 
round quantitative and qualitative analysis of the infor- 
mation he receives enables him to model the variants 
of action in accordance with the situation. 

While changing the cheracter of the commander's ac- 
tivities, scientific and technological progress also impo- 
ses high demands on him, and raises his responsibili- 
ties for the state of affairs on the ship and the manage- 
ment of the crew. A tremendous fire power is con- 
centrated in his hands. Suffice it to say, for exemple, 
thet a strike by one submarine equipped with suclear 
missiles exceeds in power the artillery and air strikes 
of all the states that perticipated in the two world 
wars. One such strike, although performed “in ac- 
cordance with tactical standards and rules,” now al- 
tains a strategic aim. An enormous social responsibi- 
lity lies therefore on the commanders of the tactical 
link, which in the Navy are, in the first place, the 
commanding officers of ships. 

There is, first of all, the ship commanding officer's 
personal responsibility to the Motheriend and the peo- 
ple for his use of the latest weapons and equipment. 
However, the responsibility is not limited to his service 
duties of controlling the ship and weapons. This res- 
ponsibility is also determined by his role in training 
and educating his subordinates, in inculcating in them 
a high sense of duty to their Motherland. The Soviet 
Navy has the tradition that the commanding officer of 
a ship is the teacher and educator of the personnel, the 
older comrede and solicitous chief, the most experienc- 
ed leader of the crew. This tradition keeps developing. 

A special feature of the commanding officer's work 
today is its intensification based on the ship’s enhanced 
technical and power cheraecteristics, the extension of its 
fire potentialities and the increased variety of its wea- 
pons. All this has resulted in a complication of neval 
operations. An essential role in the intensificetion of 
the commanding officer's activities is played by the re- 
moteness of the areas of the ship's operations from 
the control centres and permanent bases, as well as the 


duration of cruises 








The sell-dependence of the commander is enhenced, 
the extent and intensity of his intellectual activites 
increased, while the time for analysing, arriving at con- 
clusions, estimating the situation and taking decis:ons 
in some Castes not sanctioned from sbove sharply de- 
creases. 


The intensiicetion of the ship commanding officer's 
work is also largely due to the objective need for his 
perticipetion in screntitic research, im substantiating the 
new requirements for carrying out attacks end courter- 
ettecks, strikes and neva betties «5 a whole if ms pre- 
cisely in these forms of combat operations that the com 
manding officer of the ship pleys the decisive role. As 
distinct from immes Gone by, when only isolated indiv 
duais engaged in scientific research, today this research 
has become much more extensive and obiigetory 

if goes without saying that the search for new ways 
and methods of waging navel wer depends on wmprov- 
ing the meens by which if is waged. in investigating 
for example, the content of the <combst operations 
taking into consideration the possibilty of weapons of 
mass destruction being used and the great variety of 
means of thew delivery to ‘he terget (mss) es, torpe- 
does, artiliery shells, etc) with active electrome Coun- 
teraction, the commending officer must have profound 
end e|-round knowledge Me can ecaquire the necessary 
knowledge, skills in controlling the ship, fighting, effec- 
tively using of the weapons, means weys and methods 
of navel operstions by daily combat training, waried 
erercises, analysis of the conclusions and recommen- 
dations of higher rank specelists 


Effective mastery of the weapons, grester mastery 
of the skills of ship control under any conditions is « 
demand of the times. This underlies the necessity for 
high efficiency of the commending officers’ work 
because the correctness of his decisions and sections, as 
well es the effectiveness of the manoeuvre determine 
the results of the work of the entire crew A modern 
ship 1s fo @ very great extent a collective weapon Any 
neglect or the slightest mistake in the work of one men 


may iced to fayits end failures in the activities of the 


entire coordinated chan whech the crew actually 6 
Any nusteke may set off @ kind {i chain reaction of 
other mistakes. Only the commanding officer who knows 


ersactiy the process: underlying the performance of 
the mussion and has firm corti of the thip can stop 
this react under ¢truitina cond:'ions 

in the Sowet Navy the commending officers of ships 


heve hover education Ths on sccdent, bul « law- 


governed result of the screntte and technological re- 
volution which has brought eboul the need for un 
verte y enhancing the quel cations of all naval spe 


Cialiestt 


Profound and versatile knowledge and a broad scien- 
tific and technological! outlook help the commanding 
officer to masier his professions! skills, and to teach 
and train his personnel. Until very recently it was held 
that the commanding officer was the first navigator, the 
fist? mineman, the first gunner, etc. This implied thet 
the commending officer was supposed to be the first 
specialist on the ship in the brosdest sense of the 
word, including special knowledge end mastery of 
technology. But the appearance of modern compiles 
equipment and weepons, their alsundant provision to 


new shups, the intricacy of their construction end use 
require special educetion, Le, engineering training 
This necessitated certein operational specielisation and 
made it impossible for one man, mainly the command- 
ing officer, to have a better knowledge of all the ship's 
equipment then the specialised officers. In determining, 
lor example, the emount of technological knowledge the 
commanding officer must hewe, one mus! consider in 
*he first plece his officiel dues prescribed by the re- 
qul ations 

We often heer the words: “commender's telent.” The 
expression is an apt one. Without certain natural dispo- 
sthons of 1 Mot so easy fo lead people and command 
them intelligently and efiicientiy But no jelent wil! 
help if * is not supported by knowledge, industry and 
se'l-perfection. A commanding officer ecquires his skills 
over @ period of many years, as a result of persistent 
creative quests, profound understanding of the espe- 
rence of other commanding officers, painstaking end 
confinwous work 





Captain tnd Rank Kovrizhkin, commanding officer ot 
one of the best mine sweepers, enjoys great prestice 
among the men A Ist Class specialist, a competent 
and experienced naval commander, strict and exacting 
to himsell and his subordinates, he is an example in 
fulfilling his service duties. Photo by V. Viadimirov 














Patrol Boat Training Described 
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LText/ 
- - ne patrol vessel “Zharky” was at sea 
searching for an “enemy” submarine. 


Dawn was breaking and the sea seemed to 
be awakening after a night's rest. Captain 
2nd Rank N. Karmanov, commanding oificer 
of the “Zharky,” was on the bridge. Taking up 
the microphone of the intercommunication 
system, he said: 

“Comrade Reginsky, we are approaching 
the area where our reconnaissance aircrait 
sighted the ‘enemy submarine. Be en the 
alert!” 

“Right,” Reginsky answered. 

With his mind’s eye Karmanov saw the 
concentrated look on Senior Lieutenant Vla- 
dimir Reginsky’s face. As _ he thought over 
the CO's orders the lieutenant would walk 
to and fro in the underwater listening post. 
His was always a creative approach to every- 
thing. 

At that moment a report came through: 

“Echo contact! Bearing... Range...” 


It seemed to confirm the 
CO. 

The words: “Echo contact” seemed to trans- 
form the entire crew. The men appeared more 
serious and more on the alert. They were now 
ready to strike without a moment's delay at 
the “enemy with depth charges, torpedoes or 
missiles 

However, the attack had to be accurate 
Sometimes an incompetent submarine hunter 
might attack a shoal of fish or a reef, mistak- 
ing them for a submarine 

lo safeguard against this the contact ts 
checked. This has to be done quickly by 4 
whole range of various specialists. 

The main responsibility rests with the so- 
nar operators of Senior Lieutenant Reginshky > 
tearn. They are the first to detect the under: 
water target and to appraise it. The charactef 
0! the echo and the tone of the echo bearing 
help establish the type of target detected 
Each object sounds differently. If it is a ree! 
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or a Shoal of fish, the tone is “hollow.” If 
the echo comes from a submarine, it is metal- 
lic. The underwater realm which was only re- 
cently regarded as a kingdom of silence cries 
out in a wide range of sounds. And it is not 
easy to distinguish these chaotic sounds. To 
detect the necessary sounds among dozens of 
others, one must acquire skills and conduct 
constant drills. 

Various people have different inclinations 
There are ali sorts of collectors, for instance. 
including stamp, postcard, pipe and even 
beer bottle collectors. Reginsky’s hobby is 
collecting noises. He has recorded on magne- 
tic tape the sounds issued by dolphins at 
play, the noise of a supertanker’s propeller 
blades and, of course, the echoes from subma- 
rines of various types and tonnage 

Every day Reginsky “p'ays back” the tapes 
as a sort of drill for his men. They have to 
identify the sounds, to select the only sound 
that indisputabiy means that the target has 
been detected 

The echo-bearing, the character of the 
change in it, the area in which it was obtained 
are analysed by another officer of the ship, 
namely the navigating officer. 

In the “Zharky” Lieutenant Commander 
Gennacy Tryasunov is the navigator. He is 
a highly experienced officer. There was a time, 
however, when Tryasunov was not so good 
at determining the elements of the target's 
movement. His recommendations lacked 
confidence 

Captain 2nd Rank Karmanov would have 
heen a very poor skipper if he had chosen to 
replace Tryasunov for this reason alone. The 
CO believes that one of his main tasks is to 
make an irreproachable expert of every offi- 
cer and man aboard his ship 

Karmanov began to work with the naviga 
for himself. He heiped the young officer with 
the preliminary plotting of the route. He saw 
'o it that the officer constantly fixed the 


“hip’s position according to various methods 
and checked the chart adjustment 





in time Tryasunov acquired the reputation 
of the best navigating officer of the unit. His 
recommendations to the CO regarding the 
position of the salvo, salvo bearing and range 
invariably brought success. 


The various teams continued to investigate 
the echo. The crew of the combat information 
centre actively contributed to this. They too 
were all hard at work. 

All the data and suppositions were reported 
+ Captain 3rd Rank Valery Stefanovich, the 
txecutive officer. Though it seemed that Ste- 


fanovich was never in a hurry, he always ma- 
naged to do a job on time. The officers envied 
his ability to reject all the chance, doubtful 
elements and to concentrate on the authentic 
elements when analysing a situation. 

His report to the CO was as follows: 

“Comrade CO, I believe the echo contact is 
with a submarine.” 

By then the CO had made up his own mind 
on the matter. Having compared his ideas 
with those of the executive officer, he said: 

“Echo contact with submarine confirmed 
Attack the submarine!” 

The ship turned to the attack course. The 
weapons were in stand-by position by then. 
Everybody was ready for the final command: 

“Salvo fire!” 

Enveloped in smoke, the “Zharky” was 
steaming full speed ahead. The exploding 
depth charges raised tall spouts above the 
suriace of the sea. Another salvo and then 
another 

Finally, it was quiet again. Later it became 
known that the target had been destroyed by 
the first salvo. 

The “Zharky” earned an excellent mark for 
the execution of its combat training mission. 
This has become a tradition with the ship. 
It is one of the best ships in the fleet. 
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The idea of building a ship with the dynamic prin- 
ciple of keeping the hull above water by using the wing 
etiect was advanced lete in the 19th century. The first 
hydrofoil ship was designed by the Russien invertor 
S. Lambert way beck in 1891. Subsequent creative search 
by scientists in different countries resulted in the design- 
ing and testing of a hydrofoil boat with a speed of more 
than 60 knots. 


Owing to the lifting thrust created, the ship's hull is 
raised above the surface of the water, which conside- 
rably reduces the water resistence and increases the 
ship's speed. The efficiency of the hydrofoil is determin- 
ed by the lift-to-drag ratio, which depends on the ship's 
speed and on the shape, profile and position of the 
hydrofoil relative to the oncoming flow. 


In the 1930s theoretical principles of designing hydro- 
forl ships were evolved on a large scale. However, prac- 
tical solution of the problem did not begin untii 25 years 
ago. in 1954 @ group of Soviet designers under P. Ale- 
xnoyev produced a high-speed hydrofoil boat with « 
speed exceeding 190 kmh. 


The new propu'tion principles attracted specialists’ at- 
tention, beceuse implementing them allowed a drastical 
increase in the speed with « low-power propelling 
plant. Hydrofoil vessels are less subject to impact loads 
and to roll and pitch then other high-speed ships. Ini- 
tially, high-speed passenger craft were built to be na- 
vigeted on rivers and other iniond waterways; stubse- 
quently they were tuccettiul y uted on tes ines 


The hydrofoils may be located ahead and ettern. Ia 
the aft 
hydro’oil in the event o canard configuration, ons the 


ether case each of them may be tupporting 


fore hydrofoil in the cate of sircralt configuration. There 
sre alsa ps with equal tupporting power cof both 
found 


that movable hydrofo:ls may also be uted to advantage. 
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draught hydrofoils are fitted on ships sailing on inland 
waterways, where the water is relatively calm. 


Semi-submerged hydrofoils allow sailing at wind 
force 6, and submerged automatically controlled hydro- 
foils permit the ship's seaworthiness to be retained even 
in rougher seas. It is true, aufomalically controlled sub- 
merged hydrofoil systems are complicated in design and 
less reliable in operation. However, they are being 
constantly improved. 


Many hydrofoil ships are provided with diesel cr 
gas-turbine engines. Designers prefer gas turbines due 
to their smal! size and power of up to 22,000 hp. These 
thips ere propelled by supercavitating and waler-jet 
propellers, which make it possible to develop » specd 
of up to 70 knots. The Soviet “Burevestnik” is an exam- 
ple of a gas-turbine hydrofoil ship. It can attain » speed 
of up to 100 km/+ and teke 150 passengers. 


The Soviet Union is the birthplace of high-speed pas- 
senger hydrofoil ships for use on inland weterways 
("Raketa,” “Meteor,” “Sputnk"™) and in maritime coast- 
al areas ("Mir,” “Kometa,” “Vikhr"). These ships are 
successfully used to transport lerge numbers of passen- 
gers and heavy cargoes. 


Soviet-buill ships are distinguished for their high sea- 
worthiness, sound hull, safety of navigation, and com- 
fort. They are in constant demand ebroad, which testifies 
to their high quality. Passenger launches and motorships 
of the “Rekete” and “Sputnik” types ply on waterways 
of Bulgaria, Hungary, the GOR, Poland, end many other 
countries. 


Soviet shipyards ere highly mechanised due to the we 
of transfer lines and computer-controlled machines. The 
considerable volume of research and eaperimental de- 
sign work also greatly contributes to the high quality 
of hydrofoil ships 


The Suviet ship-building industry has unique |aborato- 
ries for the study of ships tea-going characteristics, ca- 
vitatics tunnels for carrying out work to improve the 








propellers, and stends for testing the hulls strength on 
life-size ships and csodels. Shipyards, design bureau« 
end research institutes are equipped with up-to-date 
computers permitting eutometion of labour-consuming 
ceiculations and production machinery control. 


According to Soviet and foreign press reports, many 
countries today carry out research aimed at increasing 
the speed and size of hydrofoil ships and improving their 
seaeworthiness. Experts believe thet such vessels will be 
in operstion in a few years. By the year 2000 the dis- 
placement of hydrofoil ships is likely to go up to 
20,000 tons. 


At present some ships ere equipped with gas-turbine 
engines, submerged automatically controlled retract- 
able hydrofoils and water-jet propellers; ofhers have « 
combined hydrofoil system (the fore hydrofoil is semi- 
submerged, and the aff one submerged) with two 
17,500 h.p. gas turbines. The displacement of such ships 
is 300 tons, speed up to 70 knots and cruising range 
500 miles. They ere distinguished for good sea-going 
qualities. 


It is noteworthy that scientists’ and  shipbuilders’ 
achievements in creating new hydroloi! vessels are inten- 
sively used by aggressive military circles, particularly 
in NATO member countries, for re-equipment of their 
fleets. 


Several hydrofoil boats have already been buill for 
militery purposes. In building and testing them much at 
tention has been given to problems concerning the use 
of artillery, missile and antisubmarine weapons, redor 
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end sonar systems, and also fo improvement of the 
production process. Alter modernisation these vessels 
carried ou! missile firing from light-weight leunchers. 
The “Pegasus” type bosts of the US Navy ere provided 
with submerged automatically controlled computorised 
retractable hydrofoils, the eff one not rising ebowe ceck 
level to prevent inter‘erence with missile launching 


it cost the US Navy 70 million dollars to design the 
“Pegasus” type missile boast. The American Boeing Cor- 
poration occupies the leading place in executing foreign 
orders for building end improving hydrofoil cralt. 


The USA is working on the design of so-called light 
hydrofoil aircralt carrier for helicopters and vertical or 
short takeoll and landing jet nlenes. In France a missile 
ship using catamaran type hydrofoils has been designed. 

Nevel experts are of the opinion that hydrofoil ships 
will work substantial changes in the character of naval 
operations due to their superiority over conventions! 
ships of similar sizes as regards tectical potenticlities, 
seaworthines: and manoeuvrability. Their high speeds, 
low noise level, stability on rough seas and insignificant 
magnetic fieid of the hul! provide most favourable condi- 
tions for the use of weapons and also make them less 
vulnerable to submarines, surface ships end eircralt and 
in see-lifting troops over long distances. 


The resulls of research, experience in building and 
operating hydrofoil craft and scientific and technical 
progress give grounds to believe that specielis!s’ fore- 
casts regarding hydrofo:! superships navigating on see 
lines are quite realistic. ; 


"Soviet Military Review,” No 5, 1979 
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st a rule, the “enemy” air force 

B atteck objectives defended by 
the Air Defence Forces under cover 
of active and pattive electronic 
jamming. Therefore, reder subunits 
pey special asittenton to training 
operators for work in such condi- 
tions. 

Training is conducted by @ tried 
and tested method: from the simple 
to the more compliceted. As soon 
as operators heave ecauired initial 
skills in detecting tergets, they are 
tamilierised with various forms of 
electronic jemming. To this end 
plecerds and photographs of radar 
screens ere vuted The trainees 
learn to classify the forms of jam- 
ming eccording to the method by 
which they cre crested, the fre- 
quency spectrum end the type of 
radietion. At the same time tney 
ere acquainted with the effects of 
jamming on the radar and the 
metnods for countering if 

Tor instance, « set of photogranhs 
thow all potsole jenmmnag = sitve- 
tions 


Special corcs recall the regu: 


lations which the operator must 
follow in verious concrete circum- 
stances. They tell him how fo switch 
his attention from one item to 
another, what sequence of opere- 
tions he shou'd keep to in operat- 
ing the controls, how reports to the 
commend post or the radar chiel 
should be formuleted. When the 
instructor shows a photograph, the 
trainee must determine the form of 
jamming and find the pertinent card 
of instructions. While reading its 
contents, he should work the cont- 
rols on the simulator. By giving 
the trainee gradually more compl:- 
cated assignments the instructor 
teaches him to spend jess time in 
finding the necessary card. 


The nes! phate in training is the 
acquisition of skills in conditions 
of jamming. Some radar chiels con- 
tinue to use the tame photographs. 
seated in his work place the opers- 
tor enalyses the image tuperimpos- 
ed on the pilen position indicator 
screen. This enables him to deter. 
mine the type of jamming, its inten- 


Engr -lt Col A. Polyakov: “Working in Conditions of Intensive 


tity and to produce information, ie. 
he ects as f this was en actual av 
situation. If the operstor has worked 
the controls of the aenti-jamming 
equipment or the reader as required, 
the reder chief will produce 
another photograph. 


What ere the advanteges of this 
method? First, # the set of photo- 
grephs s edequate, the operator 
learns quickly to classify and deter- 
mine the type of jemming, to take 
the necessary measures to cut if ov, 
i.@. to acquire firm practical chills 
Second equipment lifetime is saved 
The instructor is able to permit the 
trainees to work without haste, to 
think ower whet they are doing or to 
analyse on error in detail. The tre- 
meets ore able to return to the & 
fuation in which they mede 4 Mt 
take or lacked confidence in actor 


However subsequentiy the man 
method of training will be drills 
on operating combat equipment 
with rea! or simulated targets. Here 
too work on techniques begins 
simple situations: detecting end 











tracking two-three targets giving clear and stable target indication signals. 
Gradually the situation is made more complicated: the number of targets is 
increased; these targets manoeuvre in course and height; the intensity of 
jamming increases; the flare spot on the screen becomes larger and combinations 
of types of jamming are simulated. The operator gradually learns to function 
effectively, to retain confidence in his own abilities and in the potentialities 
of the anti-jamming equipment. 


The most important point in the work of the operator is timely target detection, 
from the first time it is sighted. Here the operator must display keen 
attention and skill in singling out the regular signal on the basis of barely 
discernible signs. The more experienced radar chiefs use the following method, 
which has been tested in practice. First the operator is notified of the 
approximate zone from which the target is expected and the approximate time. 
The target is simulated on the screen as a bright and stable blip standing out 
against the background of jamming. At subsequent lessons the task is made 
more difficult. The instructor names only the sector in which the target 

will appear, the reflected signal is made less intense, more blips from targets 
are introduced manoeuvring in height and course or approaching at different 
heights. The tactical background is made more difficult, various narratives 
are thought out which are designed to complicate the operator's work. Besides, 
they are introduced at the most “inopportune” moment. However, instructors 
should not "abuse" the use of narratives. After all, complicating the 
situation is not an end in itself. The situation should correspond as much as 
possible to the forecast of an air engagement. 


The accuracy of target tracking largely depends on the proficiency of the 
operators in knowledge of their equipment and on how they have prepared it 
for work. Therefore, special attention is paid to a thorough study of the 
radar, to its tuning and checking of all of its components and blocks. This 
applies in particular to preparation of the anti-jamming equipment. Full 

use can be made of the potentialities of the radar equipment when the enemy 
resorts to various types of jamming, only if all its parameters have been 
tested and tuned and if the equipment functions within the set allowances. 
Operators usually remember very well the character and configuration of the 
signals reflected from the local ground features. They train in appraising 
the fun of the stati the nd principle of application. in and educate the specialists. To effect 
ale of ps ioclenns. teking nto cael sondiliens it is naturally competent q<uidence of their sub- 
account the tpecitics of wave pro- importent to teke into account the ordinates they must sof only heave 
pegation om concrete weather con- reder specitics of the concrete re- a sound knowledge of the imflu- 
ditions. In studying the rader ste gion in which the reder is located, ence one type of jamming or another 
thor operators should first and fore- the presence of concesied approe- has on the available readers, but also ’ 
most establish fhe physical es. ches and potsible versions of affect. be well verved in the capabili- 


sence of the phenomena which form At their Griilt operators are requir- ties of these stations. They must also 
the bass of the ant..jamming dew- ed to solwe peculiar “tactical mis- know the effect of the grownd re- 


ces of radars sions” They are taught to work vet on each station. 

Knowledge of the enemy's tec- with targets performing sherp me- in organising theoretical lessons 
tics, his wiews) on modern a com- noeuvres, with bg flare spots on for officers and praporshchits in 
bat, on the use of various forms of ther indcetor screens and with radar subunits, emetructors use spe- 
jamming to enable his aircraft to blips diseppearing fir brief in- cial cards giving the types of jam- 
penetrate the ar delence sysiem tervals ming, @s  onternsity and directo. 
helps the operators work more effi- To ensure the inflow of tull and These cards also show what the 
ciently in the most difficult cond authentic radar information al! spe- various types of jamming look hte 


tions. Thet is why they ere required cialists in the reader subunit must on the screens of the different 
to study thoroughly the perfor- acquire «a high degree of profi- reders. The task of the tramecs 


mance characteristics of enemy air- ciency end must be able to apply worrng on semuletors is te deter- 
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requency berds, density of jam- officers and praporshchks who tran mq onformation, fo ittwe orders on 
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operation of awcra't 
equprent esilows any fight 
ms0n to be cared ow succets- 
fully. Analysis of faulty functioning 
of meterre! shows thet more often 
then not @ is caused by viclstion of 
mantenance structions. 
This suggests the conclusion that 
content care must be teen thet 
ol! specialists rane thew profes- 
sone lewel, fat fhe prescribed 
rules of operateng aircraft equp- 
ment ere strictly complied with, end 
that preventive messures taten in 
tome The main role in afl these 
matters « pleyed by the aewcralt en- 
Qree. Here 4 on example to le 
strate thes 
Maor Exgeneer Log nov was ap- 
ported Deputy Unit Commander for 
Avcealt Eng neering Service The 
wnl's specialists were tnrown to 
heave made omssons on dischaergeng 
thew service Guties. The new engi- 
neer thorough!y studbed the orders, 
mapecton reports and ofher docu- 
ments whch moted the short: omings, 
and thorough!y onaysed them Lo- 
qgreov aso checked the orgense 
fon of the technica! personnels 
special trammg He found that 
the subjects studied hed not been 
well though’ Gut for they were nor 
aliwevws \inted wD arth the fF $8 OVS 
fulfilled by the subunits end the 


wet = @ whole Lessons of metere 
were eee rather rare 


Leogmrow spared 0 perms to mm. 
prove Me organietion end methods 
a taining Owing to ss persis 
fee manterene of equ pment 
sso improved tvery young specie 
lint wes cow supervised by an en 
perenced mechanc oF techrrcian 
who watched bis actions end helped 
correct bus mistakes. 

became « daily practice to 
sum up the results and determine 
the winners im socialist emulation. 
This makes 4 possible not only to 
assess the results of the subordene 
tes work objectively, bet also to 
take appropriete preventive mee 
sures 

Each time « mallunction due to 
neglect on the pert of flying or 
techmcal personnel « detected « 
bulletin © istwed disclosing the 
causes of the fault and the methods 
of eliminating @. The bulletins are 
subsequently used af lessons as @ 
traning ad 

Major Engineer Logmrov also 
showed concern for the working con- 
ditions of engineers, techmciens 
and mechanics Me recommended 
that worting places be re equipped 
accordeng to the requirements of 
screntdc orgamsetion of labour, 
fet in one subunit end then in the 
others: 

A'l these orgamsatonel and pre 
ver’ ve measures teten by Mayor 
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nem, sysiem: and instruments, after 
which precticel demonstration fol- 
ows 

Systematic and well ocroanised 
ramng a7d propaganda of advanc 
ec experience promote tpec:aiists 
protess onal gr ow'n wuts yltwne- 
tely raakes for morc: > *# Qua 
lity of servicing the equirment, re 


Guting the time requires tc per'orm 


citerent oper a*1ons : ensure 
thoht safety 

Once, on returm fom @ mission 
8 pict reported that # © cockpy? 
pressurisation Systern was iauity 
Tne meet *Q instruments c ed 
rus A tm ; nipect:or wat 

Je ne wrer and yet another 
none of fem giving any potitive 


results: the system appesrred to be 
functioning faultlessly 

When 9 the er agen, tre pilot 
detected the same fault. The techn:- 
cians and Major Engineer Loginov 
racked their brains tor « long time 
belore they came to the conc!ut/on 
thet e foreign substance hed got int 
the system. And indeed, a thorough 
nspection reveaied that the pipeiine 
was clogged by watps, which Ccaut- 
ec the pretivre release veive tc 
close during the climb. This instruc 
tiwe, though rather rare incident 
suggested to the units mnovaetors 
the dea of making special plugs for 
the pipelines 

Experence shows thet those offi- 
cers who study independently in ed 
dition to schedule essons maeke 


ver progress in improving their 


professione ‘ wietqe and skills 
Ma ~~ t g e’cr q fr v 'aune@s a 
seen ‘eres’ r what his subord 


ite read and recommends rew 
tec? . ‘al bo + 
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i e Sovret Armed F es ere ere meny military 
‘rer es. ¢ "m at ies 3 the Oat? x Allegiance. 
hry } sf erd retbur } rw ' ,, & ‘ery rewrews 
9 ‘ 4 marc’ ag od eviews tei hes, dDe?- 
’ "2s regurentea: mpect syirg of wreeths 
py ry ary 7 ‘t a? Dura’ 
‘ | "egce eremone were . ted fe orn the 
7 * ‘ Army. C)rhers ypesred alter the triumphant 
ea ber * ett Pewr when the new Wort 
es nod Fe ovis Red Army was created 7 defend 
he w s' i, 10? state 


TAKING THE OATM OF ALLEGIAWCE. Ac he enters 


ranks of the Armed Forces of the USSR ewery ser 
. f'nhe tae r ’ tA ‘ tf 
At * a £ fet toemme five ’ ‘up m ty bets 
oe ar : . " » bor ot a4 rect 
© ang er? °y , tery e 
* ter . ry | te ja ‘A *¢ sce 
a sven ft -« roe . y te begir 
. e's toe tut % ¢4 ' the 
} tervenc ermne re by e ts ‘ therm reeds the 
tert of the s ' 3m trom? of the tybbunlt forme 
' we tervere ages to be atcm ned. honest 
; ve ble tevi eo @ Deore e er efor le 
: en ; 5 tarew ¥ her tat he 6 4 Preg 
& toe 4 
. , lay an wl | : batt ; A e9 ~e fare \ 
ed at« ¥@ : ' teed amer abe 
‘ every tery ceman 


The ter? of He Oth of Allegiance was approved by 


Decree of the Presid of the USSR Supreme Soviet 
on Auvoust 272. 1940 


4 


’ ‘ « 


e SOvret Armed Forces @ has become «a tredition 
to take the Oeth of Allegiance af the sites of heroic baet- 


tes fouelht for the Momeland, af memorials of revolu- 


tionary a mstery glory. Representetives of lebour 


collectives end perents of young servicemen are invited 


to etfend the ceremony. Todey this ritual is perlormed 
mn Red Squere Moscow the Central Museum of the 
Sowret Armed Forces, a! the Tomb of the Urkeown Sol- 


mn Well aboard the cruwinter “Aurora” 
monuments. The taking of the Oath 


onaitrons produces @ profownd impresmon on 


die ‘ t¢@ «rer 


and hor 1° OF 


fhe serviceomer Tvey oe eccets a6 4 were. to the 
Aer a Ff 


niry and to the feats performed 


, » 


5 keneflet in the young men o noble 
fetwve 16 be eo a’ $6 the heroes who ditplayed invial- 


7 


e Oath in battles for fhe ~ salient 


CARRYING OUT THE COLOUR, The Colour, the main 


_ ’ ; s oresented te reagiments br gedes se 
wate batts rtiliery bettaloms a squadrons, mwh 
tery od . | evtal hmenmts tramng wats, fleet tran 
ca P > the neme of the Presideum of the USSR 
eve Sowet The presertat ceremony tekes place 

P " Te wud the Co r «& presented by « 

- arectatioa i te Ministry @ Delence of the 158 
ft ee tame ? e he t rece wes @ Scroll trom the 
Pre bi une fhe US? Supreme Sowet Guards unis 





The h story of the Sowiel Armed Forces it rich in feats 
periarmed sawing the Colour. During the Great Pat- 
rote War the Colour of a unit of the Is! Baltic Front 
was in denger of being captured. Sergeant Fetisow who 
wat querding the Colour was killed and Senior Sergeant 
Yuden the Colour beerer, was wounded. The letter ma- 
neoed to pass on the Colour to Sergeant Shagslov, but 
he to> wet billed by @ bullet. Alter thet Private ivan 
Vaewilkow bid the Colour under his tunic while he conti- 
nwed to best off the enemy asteults. In this unequal en- 
gegement Vasilkow held out till eid arrived. The Colour 
and the honour of the unit were thus seved. 


in time of peace men who have excellent achieve- 
ments in combat training and political education ere 
photographed at the unfolded Colour of the unit or ship 
This is regarded as en eward in the Soviet Armed For- 
ces 


When the Colour is carried out the commending of- 
ficer of the unit issues en order eppointing a Colour 
besrer and two sssistents from among the sergeants, 
preporshchiks or officers, mainly those who hewe been 
ewarded Orders and medals or heve excellent acheve- 
ments in combat training and political education, end 
@ Colour platoon. The position of the Colow in forme- 
tion, the procedere for carrying it out and returning i 
ere determined by the Drill Regulations, and the proce: 
dure for querding # -— by the Garrison and Guard Duty 
Regulet ons 


The carrying out of the unit Colour is an impressive 
military ritual. The wnit is formed up for the occesion. The 
conductor raises his hand and the bend is im teme *- 
lence. All one hears « the drubbing of the drums |ke 
en echo of pest bettles The Colour platoon with the 
Colow epproeches the formation. And the order is gi 


ven 
“Reg ment, Attention, the Colour!” 


The commenders of the subunits salute the Colour 
All the me 
{_ ol owr 


in the formation keen ther eyes on the 
The bend plays the Meetirg March.” 


These mrevtes are unloroettable for the Colour it the 


symbo! ol om, tary qiory valour and honour ‘* reminds 
every serviceman ft q sacred da ty te 


and «: 


cele J tr ¢ lis 4 “@ avd 


serve hist people 


with dewo' ’ "e w the 


+ sparing his life to 


MILITARY REVIEWS tory revwews are he'd to ce 


lelwete rey t1¢ ay nd stete holideyt and other im 
portant ewe 's The time end plece of the review, the 
composition of the & particu aty g in it the wr 

form fhe ro vtet the * ; are to follow, the order of 
formation ard marc ee determined by an order A 
the ge " ywyder The order a's0 comtaing instr 

fiom: on ¢ , redure | the ar ery taute if tere 


The melitary reviews heid every year on Nowember 7 
on eccestion of the Great October Socialis! Revolution 
im Moscow, capital of the USSR. and the capitels of the 
Union Republics are impress:ve end moving displays 


The regiments taking part in the review form up with 
thew Colour facing the Lenin Mausoleum. The Mi- 
mister of Defence of the USSR proceeds in @ car to 
the eccompaniment of the chimes of the clock in the 
Spesskaye Tower of the Kremlin. Alter the commander cf 
the rewrew delivers his report to the Minister the bands 
pley the “Meeting March.” the troops cry “Hurreht”, 
then en artillery selute is lired and the trocos march pest 
Officer students of the military academies, cadets of mi- 
Iitery and navel schools, marines, airborne troops, fron- 
her gquerds, cedets of the Suworow and Nekhimow schoo's 


merch pest the Lenin Mausoleum They ere followed 


by tenks, missiles end other specimens of the ietest 


equ pment. 


The whole country watches the review in Red Squere 
on TV. TV eudiences in meny countries find these 
broedcasts most exciting and interesting 

Another ceremony is the changing of the querd of 
honour ef the Lenin Meusoleum Crowds of Muse owi- 
tes and visitors gather to wetch it. Other rituals are per 
formed of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at the 
Kremlin Wall in Moscow, on Mamai Hill in Volgograd 
and other pleces of combet and lebour glory in the 
USSR 

After the Great Fatriotic War the system of rituals in 
the Sowlet Armed Forces was further dceveloped Gallant 
so'drers, Heroes of the Soviet Union, who fell in battle 
delendina the Homeland have been entered forewer on 
ine lists of om t by Order of the Muinis- 
ter of Defence of the USSR. Ewery day. af evening roll 
call the mame of the hero it called out first and the 
vght Henkmen replies that Hero of the Soviet Union 
So and Se died the desth of a hero in battle for the 
freedom and independence of the Soviet Homeland. 


ty writs and sie 


in the Nevy wreaths are lod at sea in places where 
Swept were stunk frgh'ing herocelly of aircraft were shot 
down on combat Somet mest memora!l b ,Oys are placed 


tere As shins 


pets these points all men free from 
watch form up on the upper deck, the fleg is lowered 
hall-rnast and the radio intercom plays the National 
Anthem of the Soviel Union 
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“ew ceremomes have appeared too. For instance. in 
mittee +; tre vs Te srriec , wher tre per- 
tonne! g com bet alert y. Wer men are honcur- 
oly distcherged fre unuts 3 1 fey hend over 
tf <_-¢ act stat . compe! cquipment and weapons 
'o thew younoer comrades who have only started ser- 
vicé. This procedure has essumed the form of a cere- 

my - the Gerritons te vas ; ta ’ Deiriolie 

j : "ea. sometimes ¢ yu processions to 

ne ; ' faven heroes are steced. One of the new 
rfua's the presentation to edvanced units and forms 
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tive the oT ’ Man , . , , er the yreater 
$ @ ect ’ 4 ; | the servicer 
The °S vr@? Ar ’ er , ’ iva Zverd (ce tre 
rj the M ¥ | i ce e) onducted ® shucy 
; et'at 'e Se ’ e to lary cere 
- cZ € ‘re ent We Serve the Hom. 
ana was "©4 to re readers | addi: to 
; ‘ qvest t< ? ©G 4 requesi to describe 
@ most om rat *y riny e. Forty-sia per cent 
of the me wrote * ‘ne tas the Oat [Ale 
o.ence wa Shy. *h at ee? th. tee; es? Mprestsion 
Many othert were e- | vily Noretied Dy thew 
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per 
" 7 , ‘ , 


resentation of gover: 
| 

ment aw 35 'o her resent at ' o! 6Colours end 

refs ¢ re 

this r4 @ » , e Ge ‘bed "iy some Soviet 
‘ ‘ary cere ‘ There ® many more. | ey a| have 
their hist y and « P ‘ a 5 are oly r 
pre ¥@. They erercite « ce te ethical and educe 
‘ : mre ') ar? 
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DANGERS OF NATO-CHINA COOPERATION DISCUSSED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 6, Aug 79 pp 30-39 


[Article by Col 0. Rzheshevsky, Doctor of Historical Sciences: 


"Lessons 


of the Past and the "Chinese Card', (Qn the Occasion of the 40th Anniversary 
of the Beginning of the Second World war)"/ 


[fext/ 


In the evening of August 31, 1939, a group 
of disguised Gestapo agen's burst into a build- 
ing of the radio station of the city of Gleiwitz 
(Gliwice) bordering on Poland. After firing se- 
versal shois before a microphone one of them 
reed in Polish a text prepared in advance, the 
content of which boiled down to the following: 
“The time of the war of Poland against Germany 
has come.” To make their vile performance 
more convincing the hitlerites, when leaving 
the radio station, shot some German crimi- 
nals they had brought with them. Their bodies 
dressed in Polish uniform were left there. 

This ganaster provocation in Gleiwitz, pre- 
pared by the order of the fascist leaders, 
was the pretext they used for launching their 
attack on Poland. 

On September 1, 1939, at 6445 hrs the nazi 
air force made the first athecks on aerodromes, 
centres of commun cations, economic and ad- 
minstrative centres in Poland. The Wehrmacht 
forces invaded the country. Nazi Germany's at- 
tack on Poland was the beginning of the Se- 
cond World Wear. 


The flames of war spread rapidiy. Having 
capiured or subjugated prectically the whole 
of the continental part of cepitelist Europe, na- 
zi Germany leunched a perfdious attack 


against the USSP on june 22, 1941, Earlier ite- 
io-German forces bad landed in Africa, plan 


ning to advance as far at India. On December 
7, 1941, militerist Japan attacked the US colo- 
nial possessions in the Pacific. The fascist bloc 
developed a bloody campaign for world do- 
mination. Sixty-one stetes were involved in the 
war, which lasted six years and carried away 
over 50 million human lives. 


The war was to decide such basic problems 
of historical development as: Should there be 
socialism or would fascism bar the road to pro- 
gress and destroy civilisation? Should the peo- 
ples be free or would they find themselves un- 
der the yoke of the fascist-militarist bloc? The 
rout of the aggressors in which the main role 
belonged to the Soviet Union decided these 
problems in favour of the forces of peace, de- 
mocracy and socialism. 


Many years have passed since the end of the 
Second World Wor. But its history, results and 
influence upon the wor'd’s postwer develop- 
ment still continue to exercise mankind. Bour- 
geois historians, as a rule, avoid defining the 
political content and social significance of the 
war and try to bypass the question of the res- 
ponsibility of the imperialists for its preparation 
and unleashing. 


The Second World Wer was the result of 
acute contradictions, of the struggle for world 
domination belween the two groups of the m 
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World War 


bouraeoc - siOr ans 
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whitewash the policy of appeesement ot 
n the 1930s widely use the ver- 
readiness of Bri- 
time. But 


wary uu" 
France 3 a Trew vhbes at the 


us versson Goes not old water 
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reority over German 
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ven divisions of the h* 


1938 when the destiny of Crechosiovakia was 
Geciced, were “5 well armed and trained 
Czechoslovak divisions relvina upon first-cla 

frontier fortifications. But Britarr end France 
forced Cz slovak a to agree to the egores- 
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eves? tne war by collectiv: ctior*. The So- 
wet Government began talks with the British 
and French Governments on working out joml 
measures against nazi aggression. They were 
continued by military neqotiatons m Moscow 
from Auqust 12, 1939, on the initiative of the 
Government of the USSR. The Soviet military 
delegetion headed by Mars! al of the Soviet 
Union K. Ye Voroshilov, Peopie’s Commissar 
of Defence, was authorised not only to carry 
‘ out negotiations but also to sign a military con- 
vention aimed at preventing war. The Soviet 
side proposed three variants of joint actions of 
the armed forces of Britain, France and the 
USSR in the event of aggression on the part of 
nazi Germany. 


However, the governments of Britain and 
France did not strive to work out coordinated 
decisions. It became clear that the western de- 
legations came to Moscow by no means to 
prepare for a joint rebuff of German aggres- 
sion. The British delegation had, in general, no 
authority to sign any egreement. Thus these 
negotiations reached a deadlock. 

After the Second World War it became 
known that simultaneously with the negotiations 
in Moscow the ruling circles of Brifain were 
carrying out secret talks with Hitler. In the event 
of an agreement Britain expressed her willing- 
ness to stop negotiations with the USSR, to re- 
nounce the obligation to defend Poland and 
also other allied countries and even to sacri- 
hice the interests of France. These negotiations 
were carried oul with oarticular intensity in Au- 
gust 1939. The details of this collusion were to 
be specified at a oersonal meeting of Cham- 
berlain with nazi Reichsmarshal Goering whose 
trip to the British Isles late in August was ap- 
proved by Hitler. Goering was to land in his 
personal plane on a solitary aerodrome in 
Hertfordshire, where representatives of the 
British Government were to meet him secretly. 

As a result of the breakdown of the Moscow 
talks a critical situation »rose for the Soviet 
Union. In the East militarist Japan launched an 
attack in the summer of 1939 against the Mon- 
golian People’s Republic, which was friendly 
towards the Soviet Union, and the Soviet- 
Mongolian forces waged fierce battles 
against the invaders in the area of the Khalkhin 
Gol River. The completing of German prepara- 
tion for the attack against Poland meant a di- 
rect threat to the Soviet state. The plans of in- 
ternational wumoeralism to direct German and 
Japanese aggression against the USSR, to fall 
upon it from the V/est and the Far East, to grip 
it in a vice of two fronts seemed to be close 
to their realisation. 


in this situathon the Soviet Union adopted the 
responsible decision to conclude 4 non-aggres. 
son pact with Germany. !t was concluded on 
August 23, 1939, and up to the present day « 
has provoked impotent fury among anti-Soviet. 
ists of all shades and colours. This forced step 
allowed the USSR to ward off the danger in 
the West and to gain almost two peaceful years 
for strengthening the country’s defence. The 
farsighted policy of the Communist Party and 
the Soviet Government neutralised all attempts 
of the imperialists to draw the USSR into the 
wer in 1939, and disorganised the anti-Soviet 
front of imperialis! powers. 


Forty years of history is not a long time. But 
enormous changes have taken place in the 
world during ths period. The rout of German 
as well as Italian fascism and Japanese milita- 
rism, the decisive contribution made by the 
Soviet Union to the liberation of the world from 
the brown plague favoured the victories of 
the people's democratic, socialist revolutions 
in a number of countries of Europe and Asia, 
an upswing of the national-liberation move- 
ment in colonial and dependent countries and 
the collapse of the colonial system of imperia- 
lism. Socialism developed into the most power- 
ful and influential force of modern tune. The 
struggle tor peace against the aggressive po- 
licy of imperialism has now spread widely un- 
der fundamentally different, more favourable 
conditions. Jointly with the Soviet Union this 
struggle is being waged by the fraternal socia- 
list and many developing countries, the whole 
of progressive mankind. 


There are powerful forces in the world today 
possessing the necessary meens to prevent by 
active coordinated actions the beginning of @ 
new world war, to curb an eggressor in time, 
and if he dares to unleash a war to give him @ 
crushing rebull, 


However, the danger of a new world war has 
not yet been eliminated. Since 1945 imperia- 
lism has unleashed dozens of wars in countries 
of Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Middle 
East as a result of which the world more than 
once stood on the brink of a catastrophe. The 
arms race, particularly in the USA and other 
NATO countries, has reached unprecedented 
scales. The neo-nazis are becoming more 
pudent. 


The present Chinese leaders have joined the 
camp of advocates of war. Together with the 
imperialists they spread the myth about a “So 
viet threat.” The efforts of the Maoists are di- 
rected at building up military might, using it 








thew hoger ‘ ; » 7 4 
of offer siutes. * cat y ‘ " 

s$0O7Ts “ave resorted to ermed orc lhe rure 
of the Perecec! | xs mtee Sou . 
belonging to Vietna Ooccupaton of a part o! 
Ind an territory 2 ntcryent - @ : 

der areas of Bur act< >! ar 3 if 
$ 0+ mm *he erea OT the es+e ennanu I$- 
ands, support of crt nstic puppel 
Po!) Pot ler * | Ty Ff yy over? Wy 
by the Ppcone re 1 and, hndiiy, re 
armecaq saqaression 43 5? 7 5c:alst Vietnam 
m February-March this y« ttweats to use arr 
ed force aoairs? Laé md other countries 


ndocile” to Pex 
appropriate in tt 
statement made 
of the Pol:tbureeu 
tee: “We must b 
Asie 
iaysia and Singap 
ch) Sree, @ hes 


mcludina ¥ 


‘ 


5 ¢ ? ’ recé pA 7 
Auvaoust 1965 at 4a meena 
of the CPC Central Co t- 
y ali means get Southeast 
etnam, Thea 4S. Burma, Ma 
Ors cast Asia 6 @ VeTy 
Ny ner : »s toe future it 


wi'l be very useful for Chinese industry 


Accoraing 7 ’ 


e toreian cata, the Chinese 


’ " _ 
army already now has over divisions. nearly 
rn - a ~ +. 
10,000 tanks, over ombat planes. The 

- + 
> vy ‘ ' ri suU0nT ‘ 
end hunctreds or * ( s ver 
2 Ys —_—. +, * -,.* ie ~w 7 
‘ > WwW '« PAR ¥ i , 
s > 
4 , " 4 mec ,? 4 ’ <¢ “7 rces Z 
form that Ch # , 64% ‘ eC. wi? sr } 
f : | ; ‘ 
j -. Oo « fT PMAissiies wit ara | 
- 
over $1 im have } ested. Ar 
tinenta $ ’ process ‘ ' 
i ; " " ; . or, rh , ae 
Natura y y en? war poren’ a sor 
~ -_ ’ > , 
¥ y ' rT ’ ‘ * 
, lpas ‘ P , + ws , 
eryver ’ ¥ re ry? Al " 
" Lae r* ; ; ‘ ’ ‘ ' 
J ; | r y ; la ’ ; pr : ’ 
ry , ’ es 
F ; Z ’ | : 4 7 
lary ; ‘ . yy ’ : L.A 
; , ’ ‘ 
7 


Play es Chinesx< _ 
other words try ‘ rect the C ' ; 
ares<tics ‘ 2 the ruling curcle i 
ine NA C Our es render China broad assist- 
wit ecaies « ; some Of Ti even wit 
af Mombers of thee “Common Marict’ have 
given Cina the most favoured nation reqme 
trade and hited restrictions on sales of sira- 
7eGrc Goods to it 
vera! years euo “Armor.” an American mi- 
iaty Meoazne, reveaiod the etseme of thus 
. cy wren if wrote that begmning with the 
Vitings and ending with Hitler, Russia and the 
USsSSe 


cer 


~ were attacked seven times and al! these 
po at achweve« oO viccess Dece@use ve aaQ- 


oressors invaded country trom the West 


, 


ithe 


monte: ne suoocesiec a variant of the cam- 


pag Gans? the R trom the East. lt « not 


erch *) 1 toe meager °c wro’e, that Ee ; C} na 


can 


pecome our staunch ally in a conflict with 


| - 
Russia eaing « fos onto consderation we 


r" ust r *, rr ; thy ¢ Cc ct { v* vow ‘¢ b no i¢ 


ang prevent us trom seeing the Poss Dility for 
the tuture V¥ Pv rr we cen or ceanno? begin 
ine invasion from Asia today is a very compli- 
tated question. But ¢ absolutely cleer that 
, 5 v ‘ OssiDi« ‘f Ay 

’ preteni c a S$ mece Dy ne western 
powers to Pering, r caiculahons ¢ irect 
me eaacressiveness of C! Se sOcial-m)\itarnm 
ack t thy —* , ré ent + tiv 7 +? 
sgnted Munn t y $ well known what 
ae; r r 5s tor a per oT western 
couniries nat tregeda r ine w Ie # aT\- 
mind y of yvence mm the saoares 
sive ; 4 ’ farist bloc had 40 
year 2 

T ‘ ‘ ’ 4 } VV « 4 j v¥ oF 
oct rf’ ? v] yt " ’ , ‘ | ‘y 
serve ‘ sre vv } ’ ie > of 
0 ye ‘ ty ; ns 4 Tei 
9 ‘ troy ‘ i hey is ’ cle ry ,* 
ter 7, a ‘ 








ORGANIZATION AND TASKS OF MILITARY COUNCILS DISCUSSED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 5, Aug 79 pp 43-45 


[Interview wii Lt Gen (Ret) Ke F. T 


gins “The Military Counet1"/7 


4 


[Text] In the armies of a oumber of socialist states 
there are military councils, collegiate agencies of 


military leadership. 


They can be created at the level 


of the armed forces, of a fighting service, military 


listrict, front, army, 


leet or flotilla. 


Military 


councils are established to discuss and solve the min 
protbiems of military development, to organise military 
operations, troop control, training and logistical 


support of the forces. 


Military councils exist in the Soviet Armed Forces too. 
Our correspondent asked Lieutenant-General (Ret.) 

Ke. F. Telegin, one of the most experienced political 
workers about these bodies of military leadership in 


Lhe Soviet Army. 


Comrade Licutenant-General, the topic cf our con- 
versation concerning militery councils is too extensive 
to be fully embreced in @ short interview. Will you 
please tell us first shout the creation of military councils 
in fronts and armies! 

Miltary councels of fronts and ermiet appeared in 
the Sowiet Armed Forces during the Civil War and fo- 
reign military interwention (1918-20) and were celled at 
that time 

The revolutionary militery cowncr heading e@ front or 
on army incleded of least three members — the front 
or army Comwnender and two politicel workers. Militery 


revolutionary military councils 


counci! members were approved by te Communist 
Party Central Comm tee The Party tent its best workers 
to military councils, such at, for mstance, K. Ve. Voro 
4 MM. Kirow, Vo V. Cuwiewshev, G. EK. Oradzhon- 
hidre, 1 V. Stalin, BM. V. Frenve. V. | Lenin, the found 
er of the Party end the Sowel state, personally con- 


trotted the 


thilow 


attivedy of the muictary councils, gave them 


imine tions aod deectons, and demended of them the 


correct solution of military and political questiom The 
revolutionary military councils were responsible for all 
aspects of the lhe and combat ectreity of the forces. At 
thet time, fighting on werous fronts, | was @ political 
worker and then the commitsar of on mflantry requrent 
| can sey that commencders and political workers always 
received help end support from the muirary  cowncd 
members, who frequently usted units and formetions 
The military councils played er enpertent role in 
the creation of the regular Armed Forces, is the com 
bat training and political education of military person. 
nel 


During the Great Patriotic Wer you were « member 
of a number of military councils, How did they function 
ond wheel wee mort characteristic in they work! 


it showld be stressed. fire of all, thet front end army 
military councels were constentiy quded ty the Party 
Central Committee and the Siete Defence Committee. A 
decisive role in the contro: of miltary cperathon 
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Cowmend cegres ; ‘ice bodes end Pa *y Orgewret.on 
whch bed sevfiered terrous bones Gurung Me Vitlwe 
Ooe operet-or lane wry Fetroery | wat necessary 
pot enly te rertece +osses. Be! #60 to create Me ne 
Cessary reserve & COommenden po 'ce woreers Party 
end Lomomo!l orgensers and propegerdaus Comme 
ests from logretcel wo were tert to combet ums 
mientwe work wet Orgen ted for Gee ng edvenxed o 
icers aed men sto the Party end Lomeomol orge 
tarons 

The font military cownee! carved ow @ game with the 
wie of maps end reve! pens wei Me pericwpeton of 
the leading personne! of fhe armes, chefs of fighting 
ers, members of the military councils, chiefs of polit: 
ca! bodes tor the purpose of checking the front’s ree 
d. ness for the operat. on 


Much was Gone by e mwiittery cowne:! to toive pro 
blems connected with the liberating mission of the So 
weet Arey whech wes to Gelwer Me German peopie 
form marziem 


These ere but some feetures of the great end meny- 
seded actrwity of the military cownrcd in the Berlin ope- 
retion 


Of cowse, the mem method of the militery council's 
work wes not meetings comerences and mmsructons, but 
persone’ comiects of ss members eth commenders end 
po tecal workers. Thu meade « possible te assess correct 
ly The aoctwities of the forces, fed owt thew needs and 
requrre ments fhenr combet end operetionas capab: ites 
We rower distracted fhe commend persone! of armies 
fromm ther work and newer ¢$ noned them af tense mo 


rents of the combet situation if urgent probiews were 


fo be solwed. m /:lary « ' memibers fhemse ves went 
fo the piece of act-on end took Meesturet te ensure tux 
cessful tulfiiment of «# ; an ' 


What miners Ge the miltary cowncils carry oul now 


and at what lewe!l are they cet ep in the Soviet Armed 
Forces! 
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ATRCRAFT ~ ES IGNER MIKOYA 
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MILITARY rik Pee —- — ~- 
c c 908 vy M.  « r Yr Zz ro 
How Are Aircraft Design 

he answe- to th estion can 

be found he k° under 
review. Its author. Mikhail Ar 
zOrov, using extensive materia's 
and documents, te'!s about the out 


standing air 
koyan (1905-1970) 
When Arlaz vy wrote his book. 


lane 


he received co ne helo from 
Mikoyan's friends, associates and 
relatives. Th enabled him to 
show litt'e known details in the 
talented lesigner’s life which was 
full of dramatic vicissitudes owin 
lo his striving for new peaks in 
speed, altitude and range of flight 
A. 1. Mikoya ravi i hise { 
ry end aly) CT tive ef 1s 
and knowledg to designing new 
aircraft. For three decades the de- 


collectives 
te. several 


; f 
aircrait 


sign 
birth 
fighter 
engined MiG-3 which 


he headed gave 
generations of 
from the piston- 


ought in the 


Great Patriotic War to modern su- 
mm reonic sirer te 

A large sect f the book is d 
voted to Mike ns associates ans 
assistants, as result of which the 
image of the peneral designer, his 
life and work, is more complet: 

The author t about the pro- 
fessional Coot between 


A. Il. Mikovan nd M. 1. Gurevich 
(1893-1976). T uni work Dberan 
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and temperarnent [heir common 
were strengthened by their respect 
lor people, their poise, goodwi 
and sense o} m1 which helped 
them to cope wit lies with 
out which no « work is pos 

’ ia . ’ + , " 
sible. Th : ire it they 
produced were ft » of the first 
rT ; 4 " 
cuers oO it hes, symbolising 
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